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Dear Mr. Crowley:

Caltrans would like to address comments raised at the December 7, 2023 Mendocino
County Planning Commission hearing for the Faizan Corporation and 898 Main Street
LLC Use Permit (U_2021-0016) and Variance (V_2021-0005) to establish a fueling
station with a é5-foot tall business identification sign. Both the County staff report
and the applicant’s agents introduced incorrect interpretations of Caltrans'
comments when addressing the planning commissioners at the permit hearing. This
letter is an attempt to correct factual errors that may exist in the public record.

The applicant was issued a minor use permit by the County of Mendocino in 2016 for
a fueling station containing six gas pumps with twelve fueling positions. The
applicant allowed the permit to expire without constructing the permitted
entittements. On December 20, 2021, the Mendocino Department of Planning &
Building Services sent out referrals for an expanded fueling stations, with ten pumps/
twenty fueling positions. The 2016 permit has no bearing on the 2021 application as
the review of the application is considered de novo, or that it must be reviewed
anew.

On February 24, 2022, Caltfrans issued a news release which announced the
Department’s adoption of the "Safe Systems Approach” to eliminate deaths and
serious injuries on California roadways. The Safe System Approach commits Caltrans
to eliminate traffic fatalities and serious injuries on State highways by the year 2050.
Please review the 2022 news release for additional information about the Caltrans
policy:

<https://dot.ca.gov/news-release-2022-009>.

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”



Mr. Crowley
1/3/2024
Page 2

The Transportation Impact Study (TIS) for the 2021 minor use permit application
provided data that indicated that the vast majority of the project trips would use US
Route 101 to access the site. Caltrans District staff applied the American Association
of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Highway Safety Manual, Part
C: Predictive Method network screening tool to the numbers provided in the TIS. The
Highway Safety Manual predicted that the number of collisions would double, from
two to four collisions per year, with the proposed project. Due to the prevailing
freeway speeds, any collision at the US 101/North State St infersection has the
potential to be severe, if not fatal.

The “nexus” for requesting the median closure is established with the predicted
increase in collisions as a result of the project-induced increase in the number of
vehicles turning on and off of US 101. The projected increase in collisions is
inconsistent with Caltrans’ adopted Safe System Approach and Vision Zero goals.

Under CEQA, the project is inconsistent with an adopted policy or program
regulating fransportation and circulation and can reasonably be foreseen to result in
traffic safety impacts. The project was circulated for public comment as a Mitigated
Negative Declaration on November 2, 2023, which proposed mitigation for significant
transportation impacts. To approve the project with unmitigated impacts, the
County would need fo prepare and circulate an Environmental Impact Report in
order to make a finding of overriding considerations. See California Code of
Regulations § 15064(a-f) and §15075(b)(4) as well as California Public Resources Code
§ 21064.5 (2) and § 21080 (c)(2).

With respect to the applicant's attorney who also made statements about
“proportionality”...the letter stated that “this isn't Costco,” with reference to the size
or impact of the project. The comparison may have been made as an appeal to
common sense, however, we note that the proposed gas station in Redwood Valley
will have more fuel pumps than the Costco fueling station. Costco in Ukiah only has
eight pumps/sixteen fueling positions. We make this point in order to ensure that the
seemingly flippant remark does not diminish the significance of public safety.

The County staff report and the letter from the applicant’s attorney incorrectly state
that Caltrans had plans to close the center median opening at North Stafe Street
and Uva Drive at US 101 as part of an existing project. A copy of the Caltrans project
initiation proposal document (01-0K310_ProjectinitiationProposal_1605.pdf) for the
Caltrans cable median barrier project is enclosed to show that the project limits
ended south of the intersection at the project inception in 2019, two years prior fo
receiving the revised application for a gas station on December 20, 2021. The cable
median barrier project was initiated for the exclusive purpose of reducing multilane
cross-median collisions within the highway segment.
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Any work within the State right of way requires an encroachment permit from
Caltrans. Caltrans encroachment permits are ministerial, meaning that the approval
is not discretionary. Ministerial permits are granted without prejudice, based upon
compliance with established standards. Ministerial permits do not require further
CEQA review and therefore should not be considered a “double jeopardy” as may
have been implied during the discussions at the planning commission hearing.

Please contact me with questions or for further assistance with the comments provided
at (707) 684-6879 or email: <jesse.robertson@dot.ca.gov>.

Sincerely,

Jesse G. Robertson

JESSE ROBERTSON
Transportation Planning
Caltrans District 1

Enclosure:  01-0K310_ProjectinitiationProposal_1605.pdf
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