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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:   JUNE 12, 2023 
 
TO: MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 
FROM:  JESSIE WALDMAN, PLANNER II 
 
SUBJECT:  BF_2023-0261 BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION FOR 44797 MAIN STREET – LORETZ 

ROOF MOUNT SOLAR 

 
On April 6, 2023, the Planning Division of Planning and Building Services received a building permit 
application to install roof mount solar panels at the art studio and second residential building at the north 
portion of the parcel (Attachments A & B). Mendocino Town Plan Appendix 1 lists the site as a Category I 
Historic Resource (Len Bernard House c 1880). The Len Bernard House is located at the southern portion 
of the parcel. Related permits onsite include: 
 

• MHRB_2015-0026 Sign (subject structure) 
• MHRB_2011-0018 Sign (subject structure) 
• MHRB_01-48  Rebuild Fire Damaged Studio (subject structure) 
• MHRB_94-11  Sign (subject structure) 
• MHRB_84-89 Exterior Alterations to SFR, amending previous MHRB_84-32, 84-50, 

84-67, 84-78 & 84_79 
• MHRB_84-79  Exterior Alterations to SFR 
• MHRB_84-78  Enclose Porch at SFR 
• MHRB_84-67  Exterior Alterations to SFR 
• MHRB_84-50  Rebuild Fireplace to SFR  
• MHRB_84-32  Demolish & Rebuild Shed (located in middle of parcel)  

 
While MCC Section 20.760.045 lists solar collecting devices as an activity requiring Review Board approval, 
Government Code section 65850.5 prohibits discretionary review of same. Due to the competing policies 
of the Solar Rights Act and MCC Section 20.760.045, as it relates to requiring a discretionary permit (e.g. 
a MHRB permit), the Division determined an MHRB Permit Application would not be required. The Division 
found it most appropriate to place this project on the agenda under “Matters from Staff” to allow the property 
owner an opportunity to confer with the Review Board. The Review Board is asked to comment and provide 
recommendations. 
 
This project is limited to installing solar panels atop of the art studio and second residential building that 
was reconstruction after fire damage, under BF_2001-0757, BF_2001-1079. The art studio and second 
residential building is situated on the northern portion of the parcel, nearest to Main Street. The project 
qualifies as a “small residential rooftop solar energy system” pursuant to Government Code section 
65850.5(j)(3). Building Permit BF_2023-0261 is to be reviewed under the Solar Rights Act.  
 
The applicant provided a detailed site plan of the project (Attachment B). The panels for this project are 
URE 400 Watt Mono-Crystalline PV Modules (Attachment C) and would be mounted on the roof of the art 
studio and second residential building and oriented in the same plane as the existing roof. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A. BF_2023-0261 Building Permit Application 
B. BF_2023-0261 Site Plan 
C. BF_2023-0261 URE 400 Watt Mono-Crystalline PV Modules - Spec Sheet 
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