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6. Mendocino County Historical Society Newsletter, Vol. 1, ff3, 1963, p. 7
7. l.Eii·
8. Op. Cit.
9. Oral history interview with part-owner, Lorraine Hee, April, 1979,
Mendocino, California.
10. Oral history interview with part-owner, Lorraine Hee, April 1979, Mendocino,
California and Bruce Levene's Mendocino County Remembered, p. 199.











































Y m 
ithey will compare to their parents
·when they are their age. "Better
off" was the response of 52.3 
lpercent of the students, with 22.5 
lanswering "about the same," 
!and 19.2 said they weren't sure. 

• I The second question asked
!students what they considered
1themselves in terms of political 
jPreference. Of the students 
,responding, 12.9 said they con-

Mendocino Middle School had 
55 percent of their students who 
registered. Only 39 percent voted. 

There were 64 votes for 
Dukakis and Bentsen' 80 percent 
of the middle school vote. Twelve 
students voted for Bush and 
Quayle; one vote for the Liber­
tarian party candidate; one for 
Pat Paulsen; and one vote for the 

· Independent party candidate.

/KELLEY HOUSE 
I from page 3 
: minent is Look Tin Eli, president 
; of the Canton Bank of San Fran­
' cisco." 
: But the date of Tin Eli's death 
remains obscure. Among Daisy's 

, papers we find a Mendocino 
' Beacon obituary dated (in ink) 
lDec. 11, 1894. This is obviously 
;an error, since Theresa's great­
jgrandfather didn't launch his 
i China Mail Steamship Company 
juntil 1915. 
I 
, Was he really murdered by a 
•rival tong? Here is what this
,nespaper repQrted in his 
obituary: "Tin Eli, former resi­
:dent of Mendocino, where he was 
"born and grew to manhood, is 
ireported dead in Hong Kong. He 
;sailed for China some months 
Iago after a price had been set on 
:his head by a rival tong." This 
:must have appeared in the 
,Beacon some time in 1918, if 
,Bunner can be relied upon. At the 
time, Tin Eli was considered to be 
'"probably the leading Chinese 
business man" of San Francisco. 

"His death will be regretted by 
numerous local people who had 
followed his career since his 
birth," the Beacon reported. 
"He was aged about 45 years, 
and is survived by a wife and 
several children, also one. 
brother.'' 

Not only were our Chinese bar­
red from whites' classrooms in. 
our public schools, but their 
parents were ignored when it 
came to California's censuses -
which listed Caucasians only, no 
Chinese or Indians. It is ironic 

· that Tin Eli and his brother Lee,
who also became a bank presi­
dent and left an estate of "at least 
·a couple of million dollars," ac­
cording to Bunner, so far out-

. shone most of the Ca,ucasians 
with whom they lived and work­
ed. 

We failed to obtain Theresa 
Look's mailing address. If she 
turns up accurate information 
about her great-grandfather 
elsewhere, I hope she will let us in 
on it. 

. % . Patrick's �, 
• 

SeQfood Restaurant 

Casual dining on the dock at Noyo Harbor. 
Proudly featuring regional American cuisine. 

Emphasising fresh seafood. 
Generous portions - moderate prices. 

Open Wed. Thru. Sun. 

Dinner: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Thru trailer park at North end of Harbor 
964-0933

- A & E . s currently welcomi ,
submissions of drawings, pa
tings, poetry, prose (up to 1 '
words), and sculpture by arti
under the age of 18 for inclusi 
in the 9th. Annual You 
Person's issue. 

Submissions should be mail 
to A & E, P.O. Box 765, Me 
docino, CA 95460, or deliver\ 
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FRANKLIN 

TAX-FREE 

Municipal bonds are one
· ·· ments available today. F, 

in municipal bonds easy 
offers you these advanta 

• Double Tax-�
• Monthly Divi
• Professional
• Diversified P

$ Established in 1947, Fra 
it takes to manage your 
yield and share price ma 

Call for a free prospectus 
coupon today! rDA vi I lntergret

I Fort Br 

1
Mendo 

+For those few investors
subject to the alternative 
minimum tax, a small 
portion of the income
may be subject to 
federal tax. 

I Yes 1 I wou 
more com 

I California 
I charges a 
I before I in 
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Calendar 

By WALLY SMITH 
for the Beacon 

Recently- while Evelyn Escola 
�as on duty as a ·Kelley House 
docent three Chinese ladies from 
San Francisco .- Theresa Look, 
Ann Yick and Eunice Jung -
came in to ask about Theresa's 
great-grandfather, Mendocino­
born Look Tin Eli. 
· Few (if any) Mendocino
nati�es can boastof Tin Eli's suc­
cess i'n the financial world. Infor­
mation uncovered in our 
historical library for Theresa 
Look shows that her great­
granclfather became president of 
a bank, founded and ran a steam­
ship company valued at $7 
million and left an estate of more 
than a million dollars, when he 
died in Hong Kong at the age of 
45! 
: It is likely that Tin Eli was 

murdered by a rival tong. 
, Since Tin Eli was Theresa's 
great-grandfather, she is the 
g:Ceat-great-granddaughter of Tin 
Eli's father, who was one of 
Mendocino's pioneer settlers. 
' This was Eli Tie Kee (or Key) 
who was at first Daniel Milliken's 
cook and later established a 
three-story frame general store 
and lodging house on the south 
side of Main Street. When he 
returned to his Chinese homeland 
he sold his business to Look Sing 
Yea. It was one of two structures 
burned to the ground in January, 
1911. 

Old Eli left two sons in Men­
docino, Tin and Lee, both of 

..,whom were students in the 
Chinese classroom of the first 
grammar school - also the vic­
tim of a fire. According to the Ju­
ly 20, 1889 edition of this 
newspaper: A Chinese school has 
been established in one of the 

THAT'S LIFE 
from page 2 

The trio is composed of 
Lindell Stacy, violin; Janie Tate, 
guitar and lead singer, and 
Shirley Womack, guitar; 

At rize time- ev aone as a 

-·· 

. rooms of the old schoolhouse,·
and Miss Laura Nelson has ac­
cepted the position of teacher. 
This solves the vexed question of 
admitting Chinese children into 
our public school, over which 
there has been considerable trou­
ble here. 

Most of our information on 
Tin Eli and his father comes from 
the letters of W.C. Bunner, Tin 
Eli's business agent, to Daisy 
Kelley Maccallum. We quote 
first from a letter dated April 2, 
1927, in one of Daisy's scrap-
books: 

"Old Eli, the pioneer Chinese 
· of Mendocino, had his little shop
on Main Street of the town. He 
had two sons, Tin and Lee, both 
born in the rooms back of the old 
shop. My good mother taught 
those two Chinese boys their 
ABC's and later they became 
pupils in the public school. Both 
were blessed with brains, ambi­
tion and vision." 

Tin Eli, according to Bunner, 
died in 1918. 

"In 1915," wrote Bunner, "I 
assisted Tin in founding the 
Chinese Mail Steamship Com­
pany, started with a capital of 
$75,000 and one long ship, but 
before the close of 1918 owned 
floating property worth over 
seven million dollars. Tin made 
me sole agent of his steamship 
company in all Japan, in which 
capacity I spent the last five years 
of my active business career." 

This . newspaper · reported on 
Oct. 16, 1915, that "the China 
Mail Steamship Company, with a 
paid-up capital of $10,000,000, 
has been formed in San Francisco 
to compete with the Japanese in 
trans-Pacific trade. Among the 
organizers, one of the most pro-
See KELLEY HOUSE, page 7 

general chairman. Refreshments 
ended the evening. . 

*** 
WHEN FOURTH DISTRICT 

SURER:V.ISO fohn c;,...,,.1; .. -

Mendocino 
By CRESPIN DICE 
Special to the Beacon 

Mendocino High School an 
Mid<ile School participated in � 
nation-wide mock electio11 
Thurs., Nov. 3 sponsored b 
Time-Life. 

Only one-fourth of the 
nation's possible voters voted in 
the last election. Time-Life 
wanted to find out how tha� 
number would compare to hig 
schoolers if they were given a 
chance to vote. They also wante 
to help young people by turning 
them on to their power to vote 
early in life. Part of the simula­
tion was to find out the political 
values of students. 

On the back of the ballot was a 
survey dealing with the crucial 
issues facing the country today, 
such a drugs, the Iran Contra af­
fair and nuclear conflicts. Along 
with the survey was a personal 
section that asked questions con­
cerning future fincial expecta­
tions compared to their parent's 
current status. 

After �e ballots were in Thurs­
day, social science teacher Peggy 
Bell sent the results into the 
Secretary of State in Sacramento. 
They in turn sent the information 
to the national office New York 
City in the Time/Life Building. 
The same night the results were 
broadcast nationwide. Results 
were posted in the Mendocino 
High School library the next day. 

Out of a possible 294 people in 
the high school, 195 registered to 
vote . .That is- just 66.3 percent of 
the school. Just over 85 percent 
of the registered voters actually 
voted on that Thursday. Sixty­
five percent of the students 
registered as Democrats, 13.3 
percent  reg is tered . a s  
Republicans, and 19.4 percent 
registered as Independents or 
''other.'' 

In the freshmen class, 44 out of 
the possible 61 students, or 72 
percent of the class, registered; 

· two sisters and the groom's
daughter. After· months making 
the arrangements to perfection, 
the bridal couple stayed on for 
.,.___ -.. �---------




















