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March 20, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PENDING ACTION AND SITE VIEW
MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD PERMIT

The Mendocino Historical Review Board, on Monday, April 3, 2023, will perform a site view of the
proposed project, beginning at 4:00 PM, or as soon as the Board may assemble. Concluding the site
view, the Board will convene for their regular meeting in the Mendocino Community Center, 10525 School
Street (the corner of School and Pine Streets), Mendocino, California, at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter
as the item may be heard, for the below described project that is located in the Town of Mendocino.

CASE#: MHRB_2023-0001

DATE FILED: 1/5/2023

OWNER/APPLICANT: TEMPLE OF KWAN TAI, INC

AGENT: LORRAINE HEE-CHARLEY

REQUEST: Mendocino Historical Review Board Permit to construct a retaining wall and replace
fencing along the northern property line. Note: The site is listed as a Category | historic resource
in Appendix 1 of the Mendocino Town Plan, the Joss House c1867.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: Categorically Exempt

LOCATION: 45160 ALBION ST; APN: 119-235-02

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT: 5 (Williams)

STAFF PLANNER: STEVEN SWITZER

The staff report and notice will be available 10 days before hearing on the Department of Planning and
Building Services website at: https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-building-
services/meeting-agendas/mendocino-historic-review-board.

As you are an adjacent property owner and/or interested party, you are invited to appear at the hearing
and provide comments. Written comments should be submitted by mail to the Department of Planning
and Building Services Commission Staff, at 860 North Bush Street, Ukiah, or 120 West Fir Street, Fort
Bragg, California. In order to minimize the risk of exposure, the public may participate digitally in meetings
by sending comments to pbscommissions@mendocinocounty.org by April 2, 2023 or orally via
telecomment in lieu of personal attendance. All correspondence should contain reference to the above
noted case number. All public comment will be made available to the Board, staff, and the general public
as they are received and processed by staff, and can be viewed as attachments to this meeting agenda
at https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-building-services/meeting-
agendas/mendocino-historic-review-board

The decision of the Mendocino Historical Review Board shall be final unless a written appeal is submitted
to the Board of Supervisors with a filing fee within 10 calendar days thereafter. If appealed, the decision
of the Board of Supervisors to approve the project shall be final. If you would like to be notified of the
Mendocino Historical Review Board action, please submit a written request to this office.

If you challenge the above case in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues described in this
notice or that you or someone else raised at the public hearing, or in written correspondence delivered to
the Mendocino Historical Review Board Secretary at or prior to, the public hearing.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) COMPLIANCE. Mendocino County complies with ADA
requirements and upon request, will attempt to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by
making meeting material available in appropriate alternate formats (pursuant to Government Code
Section 54953.2). Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in the meeting should
contact the Department of Planning and Building Services by calling (707) 234-6650 or (707) 964-5379 at
least five days prior to the meeting.


https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-building-services/meeting-agendas/mendocino-historic-review-board
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-building-services/meeting-agendas/mendocino-historic-review-board
mailto:pbscommissions@mendocinocounty.org
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-building-services/meeting-agendas/mendocino-historic-review-board
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-building-services/meeting-agendas/mendocino-historic-review-board

Additional information regarding the above noted case may be obtained by calling the Planning and
Building Services Department at 707-964-5379, Monday through Friday.

JULIA KROG, Director of Planning and Building Services



MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD APRIL 3, 2023
STAFF REPORT MHRB_2023-0001

OWNER/ APPLICANT: TEMPLE OF KWAN TAI, INC
PO BOX 633
MENDOCINO, CA 95460
AGENT: LORRAINE HEE-CHARLEY
PO BOX 506

FORT BRAGG, CA 95437

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Mendocino Historical Review Board Permit to construct
a retaining wall and replace fencing along the northern
property line. Note: The site is listed as a Category |
historic resource in Appendix 1 of the Mendocino Town
Plan, the Joss House c1867.

STREET ADDRESS: 45160 Albion St; APN: 119-235-02
PARCEL SIZE: 2,400 Square Feet
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: Categorically Exempt

HISTORIC STRUCTURES: On Site: Category | Joss House

Category IVa Hee Family Home
North: Category | Golgert House

Category Vb Dwelling
South:  Category Ilva Ramus Boarding House
East: Vacant Lot
West: Category IVa Dwelling

PAST MHRB PERMITS: 99-46 repairs, roof; 08-03 rain gutter

HISTORIC ORDINANCE STANDARDS: The Mendocino Historical Preservation District Ordinance
provides standards for the MHRB to consider when reviewing applications. Relative to this application,
the following issues are raised and should be addressed:

Building Size, Height, Proportions and Form Roof Shape

v Relationship of Building Masses and Open Spaces Color(s)

v Relationship to Surrounding Structures Sign Size

v' Materials and Textures Number of Signs
Architectural Details and Style v Placement/Location
Facade Treatment Lighting
Proportions of Windows and Doors v Paving/Grading

v Landscaping
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF MHRB GUIDELINES: VIl —Structural Guidelines, Fences & Walls (Page 9)

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF MENDOCINO TOWN ZONING CODE: Section 20.760.030 —Work in
Historical Zone A Requiring Approval, Section 20.760.050 —Standards



STAFF REPORT FOR MHRB PERMIT MHRB_2023-0001
MHRB-2

STAFF NOTES: Mendocino Town Zoning Code (MCC) Section 20.760.030 provides that all fences
and/or exterior dividing walls are subject to Review Board approval. Further, MHRB Design Guidelines,
VIl —Structural Guidelines, Fences & Walls provides the following:

...Retaining walls should be of wood, dry stone and stone masonry. Logs and railroad
ties may be used on a limited scale provided that the horizontal method of construction is
utilized. (MHRB Design Guidelines, VIl =Structural Guidelines, Fences & Walls, Page 9)

The applicant proposes a reinforced 2,000 psi concrete retaining wall and replacement of existing wooden
fence along the northern property line. A 4-inch perforated drain in a rocky pocket at the base of the
retaining wall is proposed to aid in surface water run-off and on-site drainage. The concrete portion of the
wall will extend 2+ feet above grade on the subject parcel with 6+ inches of concrete above grade visible
from the adjacent property to the north. The proposed concrete portion of the retaining wall will not be
visible from Albion Street (CR 407D) and only have limited views from Ukiah Street (CR 407C).
Considering this, staff finds that the use of concrete and its limited visibility within the District is in
harmony with the exterior appearance and design of existing surrounding structures and would not detract
from the appearance of other property within the District.

MCC Section 20.608.031 —Definitions (L) provides the following:

"Lot Coverage" means the percentage of gross lot area covered by all buildings and
structures on a lot, including decks, porches, and covered walkways; excluding
uncovered required parking areas, landscaping, patios, terracing, and rainwater,
groundwater, or potable water storage tanks. (MCC Section 20.608.031(M))

Considering the proposed retaining will terrace the existing sloped landscape, the project will not count
towards the Lot Coverage on the subject parcel.

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS: The Review Board shall not approve or conditionally approve any
application for proposed work unless it affirmatively makes the following findings:

(A) Pursuant with MCC Sec. 20.760.065(A), the proposed construction of a retaining wall and
replacement of fencing along the northern property line is well represented by shape and form.
The proposed development is in harmony with the exterior appearance and design of existing
structures within the District and with that of the existing subject structure, the Temple of Kwan
Tai; and

(B) Pursuant with MCC Sec. 20.760.065(B), the proposed construction of a retaining wall and
replacement of fencing along the northern property line would not detract from the appearance of
other property within the District.

(C) Pursuant with MCC Sec. 20.760.065(C), the proposed construction of a retaining wall and
replacement of fencing along the northern property line would not unnecessarily damage or
destroy a structure of historical, architectural or cultural significance.

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS:

1. This action shall become final and effective on the 11t day following the decision unless an
appeal is filed pursuant to Section 20.760.072 of the Mendocino County Code. The permit shall
expire and become null and void at the expiration of two years after the effective date except
where construction and or use of the property in reliance on such permit have been completed
prior to its expiration.

2. The application along with supplemental exhibits and related material shall be considered
elements of this permit, and compliance therewith is mandatory.



STAFF REPORT FOR MHRB PERMIT MHRB_2023-0001
MHRB-3

3. This permit shall be subject to the securing of all necessary permits for the proposed
development from County, State and Federal agencies having jurisdiction. The applicant shall
secure all required building permits for the proposed project as required by the Building
Inspection Division.

4. This permit shall be subject to revocation or modification upon a finding of any one (1) or more of
the following:

a. That such permit was obtained or extended by fraud.

b. That one or more of the conditions upon which such permit was granted have been
violated.

c. A final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction has declared one (1) or more
conditions to be void or ineffective, or has enjoined or otherwise prohibited the
enforcement or operation of one (1) or more such conditions.

5. Should the project deviate from the approved MHRB Permit 2023-0001, the property owner shall
request a determination for consistency with the intent of the MHRB Permit MHRB_2023-0001
and MCC Chapter 20.760. Minor alterations that are found not to comply with the approved
MHRB permit shall be considered and processed as major alterations subject to securing a
MHRB permit and final action by the Review Board.

6. Any Building Permit request shall include MHRB Permit 2023-0001 attached to or printed on the
plans submitted.

7. Exterior building materials shall not include use of imitation or synthetic materials, such as
aluminum or vinyl siding, imitation stone, imitation brick, plastic laminated beams, concrete block
or boards, stucco or asbestos shingles or panels, or plywood panels.

8. Fences shall be made from wood. Solid wood fences are discouraged except where they are
necessary for screening parking and storage. Chain link or metal fences, concrete block, plastic,
fiberglass or plywood fences are prohibited.

The Review Board’s action and this permit will not be final and effective and work may not commence on
the project until after a ten-day appeal period has ended. You will be notified if a timely appeal is filed.

Appeal Fee: $2,620.00 (Check payable to County of Mendocino).
Appeal Period: Appeals must be received within 10 days of Review Board Action.
ATTACHMENTS:

A. MHRB_2023-0001 Application
B. Historical Information including Sverko Files and DPR 523 Forms



COUNTY OF MENDOCINO
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MHRB APPLICATION FORM
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[] Construction of a structure.
[] Addition to a structure.

[] Alteration of exterior of structure.
] Outdoor lighting.

[] Exterior painting of a structure.

\g Other.

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT
(Check appropriate boxes)

] Walkways, driveways, parking areas, and grading.

[] Demolition. Please indicate the type and extent of demolition. (see next page)

[] Construction, installation, relocation or alteration of outdoor advertising sign.




PROJECT DESCRIPTION QUESTIONNAIRE

The purpose of this questionnaire is to relate information to the Planning & Building Services
Department and the MHRB. Please answer all questions. For those questions which do not pertain to
your project, please indicate "Not Applicable" or "N/A". NOTE: The more complete and clear the
submitted information, the more quickly your application can be processed.

o

. Describe your project in detail.
For demolition, identify the items to be demolished, the percentage of the structure(s) to be demolished, and explain
reason for demolition.
For new signs, provide scaled drawings, describe wording, dimensions, materials, colors, and mounting detail.
Indicate specific location on site plan.
For new copy on existing signs, provide wording, graphics, font style, colors, and photographs of existing sign(s).
For exterior painting, describe existing and proposed colors. Provide paint chips for proposed colors.
For exterior lighting, include description/detail of fixtures and indicate locations on the site plan.
For new construction, additions or architectural alterations, include plans, elevations, dimensions, height(s),
materials, colors, finishes, trim and window details, walkways and paving locations.
For walkways, driveways, paving and grading, provide dimensions, location and materials.

Qo eroeT et rwe wnree Neone  deovy eoree

Voo )R

If the project includes new construction, please provide the following information:

What is the total lot area presently covered by building(s), decks, walkways, water tanks, and other

structures? __ \GL42.  sq. ft.

What is the total floor area (internal) of all structures on the property? L 20N sq. ft.

If located within the Mendocino Mixed Use (MMU) zoning district, What is the total floor area on the parcel
that is devoted to residential use? U sq. ft.

If you need more room to answer any question, please attach additional sheets




SUBMIT ONLY ONE COPY

INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS

ORDINANCE NO. 3780, adopted by the Board of Supervisors on June 4, 1991, requires applicants
for discretionary land use approvals, to sign the following Indemnification Agreement. Failure to
sign this agreement will result in the application being considered incomplete and withheld from
further processing.

INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT

As part of this application, applicant agtees to defend, indemnify, release and hold harmless the
County of Mendocino, its agents, officers, attotneys, employees, boards and commissions, as more
particulatly set forth in Mendocino County Code Section 1.04.120, from any claim, action ot
proceeding brought against any of the foregoing individuals or entities, the purpose of which is to
attack, set aside, void or annul the approval of this application or adoption of the envitonmental
document which accompanies it. The indemnification shall include, but not be limited to, damages,
costs, expenses, attorney fees or expert witness fees that may be asserted by any person or entity,
including the applicant, arising out of or in connection with the approval of this application, whether
or not there is concurrent, passive or active negligence on the part of the County, its agents, officets,
attorneys, employees, boards and commissions.

Date: I/b%;z()@ 3 %ﬁ_ﬁg/ .
I/ AppIicTant )




SUBMIT ONLY ONE COPY

CERTIFICATION AND SITE VIEW AUTHORIZATION

I hereby certify that I have read this completed application and that, to the best of my knowledge, the
information in this application, and all attached appendices and exhibits, is complete and correct. I
understand that the failure to provide any requested information or any misstatements submitted in
support of the application shall be grounds for either refusing to accept this application, for denying
the permit, for suspending or revoking a permit issued on the basis of such misrepresentations, or for
seeking of such further relief as may seem proper to the County.

I hereby grant permission for County Planning and Building Services staff and hearing bodies to enter
upon and site view the premises for which this application is made in order to obtain information

necessary for theprepara aired reports and render its decision.
1 / é/zs
{

wner/ Authoﬁ Agent Dite

NOTE: IF SIGNED BY AGENT, OWNER MUST SIGN BELOW.

AUTHORIZATION OF AGEN] %Qiﬁ/
I hereby authoriz berree : to act as my

representative ané‘t‘o/ﬁnd me in all matters concerning(’élis application.

/l;mﬂk v Woms T e g //}4:?/7/5
ate

Owner

MAIL DIRECTION

To facilitate proper handling of this application, please indicate the names and mailing addresses of individuals
to whom you wish correspondence and/or staff reports mailed if different from those identified on Page One

of the application form.

Name Name Name
‘r/ . VV1 £ C o FA
Mailing Address Mailing Address Mailing Address
(3 A
Mo 0
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Assessor's Map
NOTE: This map was prepared for assessment purposes only. f f County of Mendocino,
No liability is assumed for the data delineated hereon. November 20, 201




Mendocino County

860 North Bush Street
Ukiah, CA 95482
(707) 234-6650

Paid By: TEMPLE OF KWAN TIA INC
PO BOX 633

MENDOCINO CA 95460

Project Number: MHRB_2023-0001
Project Description: TOK, Retaining Wall

Site Address: 45160 ALBION ST

Planning and Building Services

120 West Fir Street
Fort Bragg, CA 95437
(707) 964-5379

MHRB_2023-0001

Receipt: PRJ_053876
Date: 1/5/2023

Pay Method: CHECK 1273
Received By: TIA SAR

Fee Description Account Number Qty Fee Amount
BASE FEES 1100-2851-822600 $615.00
MHRB MINOR BASE $615.00
GENERAL PLAN 1100-2851-826188 $175.00
$175.00

RECORDS MANAGEMENT 1222-2852-826260 $128.00
$128.00

Total Fees Paid: $918.00

MC_ProjectReceipt.rpt

Printed: 1/5/23



TEMPLE OF QUAN TI Sverko, March 23, 1999

45160 Albion Place APN; 119-235-02

MHR: #36, No. I

STATE HIST STATUS

4927 2
Much of the history of this landmark w ’ 5;
temple was researched by local - N
descendant, Lorraine Hee, for sT =
documentation that qualified it for —
State HistoricalLandmark Status. Lot m
Oral history dates this temple back 2% 4
to 1854, Hee’s great-grandfather @ 7
sailed to this coast from China with w1 ﬂ

a number of relatives in the early

1850's. In 1875, there were approxi-
mately 700 Chinese living in Mendocino.
On Wm. Heeser’s subdivision map of
1868, the parcel shows as occupied by
Eli Wa Sing.

€205 P45

L4 o'} 50

Y Lo»

flm{’”
3988 50’ ] 30

Hee says her great-grandfather,
Chong Sung (aka Joe Lee, built the
temple along with three other men. ST

It has been owned by the Hee family

since 1871. Each succeeding generation has made an oral commitmeznt to preserve
the temple. Incorrectly referred to as the “Joss House”, tjhe temple has remained
intact, both exterior and interior, preserving ethnic religious and cultural history.

It is a non-denominational house of worship dedicated to Quan Ti, a Chinese

national hero who fought to restore the Han Dynasty in the Second Century, A.D. and
who lived from 161 A.D. to 219 A.D.

The temple is a functioning house of worship. The interior holds symb ols of rites of
worship and are original. The exterior 1s painted red with green trim, red signifying the
essence of joy and good luck. It is the only remaining such Chinese house of worship
on the Pacific north coast, from San Francisco to the Oregon border. The windows
look out to the Pacific Ocean and are said to be in harmony with the wind and water.

The Hee children of Mendocino and other interested citizens have formed a non-
profit organization to continue to maintain the temple. In 1998, they wre granted
$130,000 for renovation costs.



Sverko, March 23, 1999
HEE FAMILY HOME apn: 119-235-02
45160 Albion Place MHR: 36a, !Va

Beacon, Nov. 4, 1947, Geo Hee has begun the erection of a residential cottage
on the same lot as the Chinese Temple.

The Hee family members have occupied this cottage ever since. Martha,
Mrs. Geo, Hee died in 1970.



4 Joss Housze
Albion Street

Owned by George Hee this Chinese temple is one of very few left in
California. We know of only two others: one at Weaverville, the other at
Oroville. According to Mr. Hee the land on which it stands was given
by Wiltiam H. Kelly; the original section was built in the 1850°s, and it
was enlarged in 1870. "“Joe” Lee was one of the bujlders and it seems
likely that the deed to the property was put in Lee’s name.

Apparently there were temporary joss houses from time to time and in
other locations such as wash houses. A Beacon news item of November
4, 1882 reports:

A Chinese temple or Joss house has been built in this place and was
formally opened on Monday last, The comparny that built it is the
“Chun Ning Tong”, and the individuals composing it are Eli Tia Key,
On Toe, Chung Koer and Ah Sam. We were informed that the meats
and drinks with which the table was covered are the refreshments of-
fered to the Joss. After remaining some time on the table, which seems
to be an altar, they are eaten by any worshipper who pleases. .

This one has endured, largeiy to the credit of George Hee who promised
his mother that he would always keep it as it was.

A Chinese school has been established in one of the rooms of the old
school house, and Miss Laura Nelson has accepted the position of teach-
er. This solves the vexed question of admitting Chinese children into
our public school, over which there has been considerable trouble here,
The trustees consented to the use of the old school building (originally
the first church, built in 1857), and the expenses attending the main-
tenance of the school is defrayed by tuition fees paid by the pPUDIls,

— Mendocino Beacon, July 7, 1889

The characters above the door
refer to the emperor or God
King in whose honor this
temple was erected. Approxi-
mate interpretations are: Wu
Dai Miao (Warlike Emperor
Temple} or, an alternate read-
ing, Mo Dai Mue (Military
God King Temple).




State of California — The Resources Agency 1. County ]
p: DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION ' Wy 1
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HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY Site (State Use Only)
2. Common Name Ch IS ([O SS I—{Oljﬁ'@
3. Location ‘7’-5//[7 o A/ {')IOf? Sf_
4. Date of Inventory (}UM., ,97{
5. Status: Occupied 14 Unoccupied Preservation Work in Progress
6. Accessible to Public: Yes, Restricted \/ Yes, Unrestricted Not Accessible to Public______
7. Owner of Property: 'Nameémm Address
Citym State CA— Zip 2,5 %ﬁPhone }
/ /
8. Approximate Acreage or Approximate Lot Size / 5 X l:/O
9. Representation in existing historic or prehistoric survey (see instructions): YesJ/ No Unknown
Name of SurveyM&‘&Q_MAM&@_
10.  Depository for Records: Name M—»
Address v e Pt City JHfe y State_CPa _ Unknown
7 -
11.  Representation on current Historic Landmark Registery programs: Yes No J/ Unknown
Which Program
12, Description (multiple choice): Altered____ Unaltered Y _ /Condition: Excellent ___ Good___  Fair ¥
Deteriorated____ Ruins___ Unexposed (archeological site)
13.  Briefly dﬁscribe the present and oﬁginal phy§ica1 appearance of site or structure and note an major altergtions:
_Tha Ao Hotdlr 1480 Q- dim . (A, A 2’744441
‘ q { ATl e Ol R Uittt cim
dage 7 The AT ing - B/ :  Bair L1 _
—Cﬁ"’ﬂ% ool A Q,,ll‘zmi/o,vnmof w_di100. LLae  CougtiAty i
14.  Event of Historical Importance: NoneJ[ Local State National ____ Describe briefly (see instructions
for architectural exceptions): -
15.  Person of historical importance: Name
Local State National Unknown None _{
16. Statement of Signiﬁcance:ﬂz/ (4/1/,\/%4 L0 ,{/‘D o177 o—sz/ Ma ,djj)'
W/ A Dreietiofy ‘,(/'M/ t?/%ﬁbt(/é??/}: D - ig}j‘ i sl ts —
Qde Qo IAZau ol Wanaliin  — duxn o Cliics o, C’y‘lu_m%&
Quk U e Tn7 culey oo a0 74 50 diecd . Lo i,
LAl (faﬁ#)),u),&/ MWJAJ‘(.VLT - !
17. Docpments and Books (bibl'mﬁraphy): po/ua}z A@i/ L AL 'L&@/.L, {:VZ %@L&Lﬁ_—u\‘mn
] m—’u//, ,{/ kodoes "ol ’L/L{/t - / /
18. Photographs included_ of site or structure:. @ No (see instructions)
-1-

DPR 523 (Rev. 4/74)




—

19. Sketch map:

In the space below, draw a sketch map showing the location of the site or structure being inventoried. Label streets and roac.

and show the distance from the nearest major intersection. Add an arrow to show north on the map. As a rule, show north to
the top of the page. .
1 ,
!

N

S+

Osborne St
Kasten

Chimese Joss
House

e Ukiah St Y

Wsbaol MaeBsuald
20. Form prepared by: Name ) Address DO Rey 27— A
City Mocs o soarr o Prdee Organization Meudociucetteiinionf] Mavon el e
THE FOLLOWING (21-26) ARE FOR STRUCTURES ONLY.

21. Date of Construction [22& Factual Estimated \/ Unknown
Architect Unknown_}/ Builder, Unknown

. g
22. Basic‘gistoric us_%ofstructure (see instructions): 117‘@ — /ded 232 . Conpravaenid i%
) AL

23. Basic present use of structure (see instructions): [ %Ql _MM/ — Q.4 QA&Q&/

24. Isstructure on original site?  Yes \/ No Unknown

25. Present Enyironment and Threat of Destruction (see instructions)
Secure_J/  Threatened Unknown : "

pep! 207
26. Area of structure at ground level: Width T Length Unknown

2-




27.'County| l | 28, Site

1
(S%ate Use Only)

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY
Key Information

This page of the form is designed for computer programming of key information. There will be some duplication of material

" from the first page.

29. Historic Name

“

30. City, town or rural postal area }V( £ Nln Olc | IN

31. Street or rural address

32. Public Ownership (Agency)
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Architectural Supplement County Site .,

(State Use Only)

Mark the answer sheet for this section in the same way that you marked answers to questions 29 — 36, Pplacing one number
per block. As this section will be computerized for storage and retrieval of information, please make your numbers clear and
legible. Disregard the small numbers under each answer bracket, they are for keypunch reference.
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF HISTORICAL LANDMARK

Name of Proposed Landmark Mendocino Joss House or Chinese Joss House

Location 45160 Albion Street

Mendocino, California

County Mendocino
Name and Address of Eandowner upon Whose Property Landmark is Proposed

loretta E. McCoard, Wayne G. Hee and Mervin W. Hee

Name and Address of Applicant_ Lorraine Hee . Phone No,707-937-5123

P.0. Box 434, Mendocine, Galifornia 95460 Bus. Phone No., 707-937-5681

Is this landmark of statewide significance as described in the State of Policy? Yes

Explain (use extra sheet if necessary):
The Mendocino Joss House 1s the only remaining Chinese Joss House, in use, along
the Pacific Northcoast of California, north of San Francisco and south of the
Oregon border. Oral history dates the structure, still on its original site,
to 1854; documented history dates the structure to 1883.1 1t is probable that
the oral history date is the more correct of the two since there was a substantial
Chinese community in Mendocino by the 1870's; it is likely that this community
would have required a temple before 1883.2

The Mendocino Joss House also remains as the only surviving reminder of a once
substantial Chinese cowmunity with its own history and its own customs. If it
were not for the physical integrity of the Joss House, the past history of the
Chinese in Mendocino and this part of Galifornia would probably be lost to most
visitors unfamiliar with the local history of Mendocino. The Joss House is a
rare resource which retains both exterior and interior physical integrity; it is,
as well, a document to the past Chinese history of Mendocino and California.

(Please see BRIEF HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION for further discussion
of statewide Significance.)

Is bibliography complete? (To enable verification of statements and claims made

herein.) Yes
Is permission of property owner for registration attached? Yes
Is approval of property owner to place a plaque attached? Yes

Is proof of reasonable protection for requested landmark attached? Yes

Are photographs, prints, or drawings '(two views) attached? Yes

DPR-26 (7-70)



Continuation sheet for page one discussion of statewide significancé:

Footnotes:

1. The oral history which surrounds the Mendocino Joss House is documented in
Bruce Levene's Mendocino County Remembered. “An Oral History, Mendocino, The
Mendocino County Historical Society, 1976, pp. 52, 199.

2. The documented history whichdates the Mendocino Joss House is an 1883
Sanborn map which shows the actual structure on its present location,
Mendocino City Sanborn Map, Sanborn Map and Publishing Company Limited,

July 1883. This map is in the process of becoming the property of the
*endocino Historical Society. . ,

The population of the Chinese community in Mendocino is recorded in the
Mendocino County Historical Society Newsletter, Vol. 1, #3, 1963, p. 7

and is listed as numbering 700 by 1875.

N 57




BRIEF HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION (Corresponding to one or more items under I, II,
or III of the Statement of Policy.)

The Mendocino Chinese Joss House, the last Joss House on the Pacific Northcoast,
is an historically and culturally significant structure associated with a pioneer
Chinese community. While the Chinese built Chinatowns throughout the State of
California and Joss Houses (small temples) serviced many of these communitiei,
most Joss Houses were burned, destroyed, or lost to history in some manner.

This unfortunate fate makes the Mendocino Joss House a valuable resource for the
State of California as well as the town of Mendocino. Based upon oral history,

the Mendocino Joss House may be not only the longest in-use temple, but the oldest

"original' Joss House in California.?

The Weaverville Joss House, a Califormia State Landmark, was believed constructed
in 1852 or 1853; this building, however, burned in 1873 and the present structure
dates from 1874.3 The Marysville Joss House, thought to be the oldest '"original
building was built early in 1880. Therefore, based upon the oral history

date of 1854, the Mendocino Joss House appears to be the oldest "original"
California Joss House. Documents show that the land upon which the Joss House
sits was owned by Chinese in 1867. Although the building does not appear on

a Sanborn map until 1883,5 it is unlikely that the Chinese community, which

by 1875 numbered 700 would have held the land for sixteen years before construct-

ing a temple.6

It should be pointed out that the Mendocino Joss House is not a mere relic but has
remained, since the date of its erection, a functioning temple. It is a rare

and valuable resource for California's-ethnic Chinese history. The Joss House,
located on a rise overlooking the Pacific Ocean and the Mendocino Chinese
settlement acted as a cultural, social, and religious center for the community.
Individual prayers were said in the tewple, births and marriages were celebrated
as were special occasions such as the Chinese New Year, the Full Moon, and the
Half Moon. The small temple was dedicated to Kwan Dai, the God of War, a popular

diety who lived from 161 A.D. to 219 A.D. A faded scroll still remains, thought to

be brought to Mendocino in the early 1850's from China,/ which shows Kwan Dai,

his son Kwan Ping, and his follower and sword bearer Ju Chang. Before entering

the temple one walks under a sign which reads "Military God, Kings Temple."8

The sign done in gold Chinese characters on a red painted background remains to

this day. The building exterior was painted red with green trim. Red signified
‘the essence of joy and good luck.? As was typical of other Chinese Joss Houses,
the Mendocino Joss House was constructed in an architectural style common to

the area. The simple vectangular, gable roofed building is sheathed in ship lap
redwood siding.

While the exterior of the building is not a rare architectural resource, the
interior is an invaluable resource of ethnic history. Entering the main room
one now finds a small table in front of the altar which contains three place
settings of small bowls of various sizes and chopsticks. These bowls held the
food offerings for ceremonial occasions. Centrally located in the main room

was a small table with a bamboo mat in front so that worshippers could kneel and
pray. " A small stove sitting in the southwest corner of the room was used for
the burning of prayer papers. Behind the small table is the shrine contain-
ing a cloth picture of Kwan Dai, the diety to whom the temple was dedicated.
Fortune sticks once used by the priest were set on both sides of the portrait of
Kwan Dai. In addition to the wooden altar on the north wall of the main room
and the small wood table and the stove, the furnishings of the temple interior
are spafse; two simple wood benches line the side walls and two ornate lanterns
hang over the prayer table . All of the interior furnishings except for the



Corntinuaticn Sheet: BRIEF HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION _ page 2

addition of a recent lantern over the main altar to replace one which
burned, are said to be original.lo

An invaluable resource to the State of California, the Mendocino Joss
House is the only surviving physical document (made more significant

by its continued use from the early 1850's) which retains its original
integrity and marks 'the now mostly lost history of the Chinese in
Mendocino.  Mendocino was one of the few communities along the

Pacific Northcoast which housed a substantial Chinese community. Although
Mendocino's Chinatown burned in 1910, the knowledge of its existence and
the cultural and historical relationship between the Joss House and the
Chinese community are significant aspects of local and state history.

Access: The Mendocino Joss House is visible from Albion Street. The
Joss House is also open on various days or upon request by historical
societies and visitors. :
Maintenance: The Hee family has owned the Joss House since at least
1871 and each generation has made an oral agreement to maintain and
preserve the Joss House.

~—’

Footnotes: ’ ) ——r

1. A good discussion of the fate of California Joss Houses is covered in
Mariann Kaye Wells, Chinese Temples in California, unpublished thesis,
University of California, Berkeley, 1962. Although there was once a substantial
Chinese population in Mendocino, as of 1979 one Chinese family remains; with
the disappearance of the Chinese community in the early twentieth century

the visual reminders also disappeared and this is a pattern typical of many
California towns such as Cambria, California which contains a Chinese Joss
House that is undocumented except for oral/local history.

2. The oral history which surrounds the Mendocino Joss Housz is documented in
Bruce Levene's Mendocino County Remembered. An Oral History, Mendocino, The
Mendocino County Historical Society, 1976, pp. 52, 199.

The history of the Mendocino Joss House has also been passed down, generation
to generation, by the Hee family (owners of the temple since at least 1871).
Oral history states that the temple has been in use since its erection in 1854;
it is used today by Hee family members.

3. "“Weaverville Joss House State Historic Park', Department of Parks and
Recreation Phamplet, Sacramento, California.

4. Wells, Chinese Temples in California, Pp. 96.

5. Property described in a deed from William Kelly to Ah Ly, dated July 1, 1867, an
recorded in Book 2 of Deeds, Page 447, Mendocino County Records. The 1883
structure is listed on a Mendocino City Sanborn Map, -Sanborn Map and Publishing
Company Limited, July 1883.

L T e



Continuation Sheet: BRIEF HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION page 3

Footnotes continued:

Mendocino County Historical Society Newsletter, Vol. 1, #3, 1963, p. 7

6.

7. 1bid.
8. Op. Cit.
9.

Oral hi: history interview with part-owner, lorraine Hee, April, 1979,

Mendocino, California. :
10. Oral history interview with part-owner, lorraine Hee, April 1879, Mendocino,

California and Bruce Levene's Mendocino County Remembered, p. 199.
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PHOTOGRAPHS, PRINTS, AND/OR DRAWINGS (Both recent and historic, if available.)

Unfortunately, there are no historical prints or drawings of the Mendocino \
Joss House b
Recent photographs are included in the folder/file as are maps and

a 1979 drawing of the Joss House



AUTHORIZATION FROM PROPERTY OWNER OF PROPOSED LANDMARK SITE IO THE DEPARTMENT OF

ook

PARKS AND RECREATION FOR NUMBER, REGISTRATION,

AND ERECTION OF A HISTORICAL LAND-

MARK.

We, the property owners, give permission to the Department of Park
and Recreation to register the Mendocino Jess and to allow

ment of a plagque by the Joss House.

A v

| _‘ . i e

* P iy [ :
oy e

Loretta E. NcOoard

;;;j'/, o0
//,t",// a4 - //C [/ ’/

Mervin W, Hee

/ /(’(75?}’1/\/]/3/
VWayng~G. Hee
/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY: CITE THE BOOKS, RECORDS, AND OTHER AUTHORITIES SUSTAINING THESE

FACTS,

Bancroft,AHubert Howe. History of California, Vol. 6, San Francisco,
A.L. Bancroft and Company, Publighers, 1884.

Carpenter, Aurelius 0. and Percy H. Millberry. History of Mendocino and Lake
Counties, California, Los Angeles, Historic Records Company, 1914,

Choy, Phillip. "Gaam Sak: Joﬁfney to the Golden Mountain', San Francisco Historical
Society Mgvie which shows the Mendocino Joss House, 1973.

Hyman, Frank. Reminiscences, Ukiah, Panpipes Press, 1969, p. 13.

Levene, Bruce. Mendocino County Remembered. An Oral Historv, Mendocino, The
Mendocino County Historical Socilety, 1976.

Mendocino Historical Society Newsletter, Mendocino, Vol. 1 #3, Mendocino Historical
Society, 1963.

Mendocino County Historical Society, Fort Bragg North Coast Tour Booklet,
Mendocino Historical Society, April 1970.

Wells, Mariann Kaye. Chinese Temples in California, Berkeley, University of
California, unpublished thesis, 1962,

Deeds: ';)

Book 2 of Deeds, page 447, Mendocino County Records, July 1, 1867.

Book 6 of Deeds, Page 195, Mendocino County Records and miscellaneous records of
Mendocino County in Volume 1.

Grant Deed #42927, Book 816, Page 261, May 4, 1970, Mendocino County Records

Mendocino Maps:

Mendocino Historical Review, Vol. III, no. 3 taken from Wm. Heesers Notes, Survey
of Town of Mendocino, 1868, Book 1, Miscellaneous, p. 42-43; property of
Mendocino Historical Society and Mendocino County Records.

-«

July 1883 Mendocino City, Sanborn Map and Publishing Company Limited. 1In process of

being acquired by Mendocino Historical Society.
Signature é”/éﬁ?% fgﬂ//z:’ji

=

Date /CZL/C;/G7JV/

This form and all related correspondence is to be sent to the California Historical
Landmarks Advisory Committee, Post Office Box 2390, Sacramento, California 95811,

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural merits

and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non-historical reasons. .
An individual committee member can advise and counsel an applicant, but all appli- -
cations must be considered by the full committee meeting in regular session.



- BIBLIOGRAPHY: continued page 2

1898 Mendocino City Map. (Corrected September 1903), Mendocino County Records.
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THE NATIONAL REGISTER GF HISTORIC PLACES — INFORMATION £4¢ R

Properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places are eligible for many benefits. Basides the distinct honor
of being recognized as part of our nation’s valuable cultural rese curces, Natioral quu ter m.JJJrrn\s ars :
financial benefits such as grants—xn~aid, federally guaranised loans, and property
ncentives for rehabiiitating income producing prope:

ing in the Register does not affect title to the property. However, |
nificant cultural propersy, whether or not it is in the He ster, an environm
The costs of demalishing income producing Register properties may not be tax deductible.

ental impact réport may b(, e

This pamphist discussas the many benefits as well as the pos;ib e disadvantages that come with Natinna!
listing. it alsc explains how to nominate a property to the Registr

LWHAT IS THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES?

The National Re
Interior, \f\lashmqton, D.C.,is

: sred by the Keeper of the Register, LS
ation’s official list of cultural resourses worthy of preservation, The |
ible rernains of our heritage. 1t is also an authoritative guid
ups interested in protecting and enhancing thess

J“i\a!‘lﬂ 21y

jels

e rrep le ¢

and i"ca? govarnmen
our cutiural environ

- WHAT PROPERTIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER?

roperties eligible v include diste

ztional Registe , sites, buildings, stru 5, and object
significant for their historical, architectural, archeo ical, or cultural
shouid retain integrity of location, design, seliing, materials, workmandhip, foeling and as

ational
sociation and:

2nits that have made a sinniticant contribution to the b oad patterns of our history; or

Be associated with the lives of persons signshicant in our past; or

g

eristics of a type, pericd, or method of construction, oy represent the work of a
values, or represent a significant and } stinguishable entity whose componants

3. Embody the distinctive charact
master, or possess high artis
may lack individual distinction; or

4. Have yigided, or be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.
Properties less than fifty years old ordinarily are not etigible for the Register unfpss
importance. There are, however, many exception% within California. These include the i
Diego, the 1937 Pararmount Theatre in Oakiand, the Worid War 1 Fort McArthur,
huildings, and others.

meet one of
19th Ce

A property need not be one of a king to
criteria listed above. For example, the

ntry

prehistoric. Native Armerican sites, and I35 *f".roua;;i'iozst Alen within
community. These prop are noi ne npique in Californis, but thev g ificant and warthy of

preservation. Properties of local, state, or national significance are ¢ equally ehigit

HL HOW IS A PROPERTY NCMINATED TO THE NATIONA

The nomination process invel
campleting the prower forms avatizble from the
nts completed nominations to 1.!“ State Histe mwi Hesou
al criteria. The Commission considers the nomi

tons at 2 ,ou's!!:: nearing
historie, archaclogical, architectura bother cultural merit of the property.

»sent to the State Mistoric Proservation O
es the formal narmination to the Natic
I scrutiny by the Register statf prior to listing in the

Applications which are approved
and cartification. State Historic
shington, U.C0 Al nomingtions ars
National Re v of Historic Plad

i ofessiona




IVOWHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF LISTIHNG IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER?

in the National Register are eligible for & variety of benefits including grarts, loans, tax relisf, and

;r)F‘l"‘!‘;uQ a
Vcr,e of the programs are specifically imé'l wd for culturally significant properties, while others

a; [akee] e a“
ru,fu

soms of these programs but

4
L.g;f_zﬂﬂ\.-’.

Listing in the Mational Register may not be necessary for
nificance is considered a good framework for determining of

Giran

private
storic

€ sourcas, and from numerous

shie from seversl federal and
s’at of funding sources for preservation is availablz from the Office of

Grants fl;t [sb
foundati

An ex ""z“h!v«, i

The Natio

i Historic Pressrvation Act provides mato? ing grants for use in acquiring, rehabilitating or restorir
properties in the National Reaister. !ndiv dual grants usually do not exceed $40,000. Grant recipients are not
requited to match the full amount of the federal grant with cash. The match may includa services of squiv

¢ grants are administered by the State Office of Historic Preservation,

Y ..
vaiue, T

tng and Urban Development’s Community Development “Block Granis’” may be used by
quiring, restoring, rehabilitating, and preserving structures of historical and architectural
information is available from the nearest HUD office or from inca planning departments.

The Departmen

COMUTILNITIES
significance

and Development Facilities Program under the Department of Commerce gives grants 1o siate and
and w0 non-profit organizations tor public works projects in aress of high unemplovment. The
i oprovide grants up to BO% of the cost of acquiring and developing land or ac qu':ma and renovatin
Recipients include the California Quadrangle in San Diego, and other properties of National Register status
it California. Contact the Economic Development Administration Cifice in Qakland or Sacramento for information.

The Public Works
local

{4

Grants are available Brom numerous other : such as the Mational Endowment for the Arts under their
American Architectural He relaqe Program for planning activities 10 preserve National & status properties,

Cnn tact the NEA Washi

State
The t rt Ststz Urban and Coastal Park Bond Act of 1976 provides grants to local government agencies for
o and development of culturally significant properties, inctuding those listed in the Naticnal Register,

>t State Department of Parks and Rer ation, Gffice of Grants and Local Assic

Loans

=d through public and private

cral Begister inibie for a variety of ioans offe

sand Urban Developn wier the Title |, Home improvemant Loan Prg 7
cial institutions o restore and preserve residential properties listed in or el
fer. Loans are available for up to $15,000 per dwelling unit with up to 158 \,fm
Loars wiil be ihe current market interest rate, not to ed 12%. The lnans, called Hi
Presevvation Loans, are available from FHA insured private financial institutions.

s in the |

. Department of Agriculture offers foans through the Business and industrial Loans Program and the
Comrrunity Facilities Loans Program for the acquisition and de velopment of existing facilities in rural areas and
towns, Projects must improve community facilities or support the development of sources of employment.
Individuals, organizations, and government entities are eligible. Contact the Farmers’ Home Administration Office in
Waoodland,




3/30/1867, Bk 2, Pg 447, 119-235-02, 45160 Albion Place
Wm. H. Kelly to Ab Sy (“Ely”), $170.00 gold coin, rec’d 5/16/1867

POB: 40' N from the SW corner of land occupied by J. G. Murray

Then running along the lilne of land owned by Mendocino Mills company ina N
direction, 80’

Then running at rt angles in an easterly direction, 33'

Then running southerly and parallel with line of Mendocino Mills Compny, 80'
Then running westerly along N line of a small street (aslaid out but not open) 33' to
POB.
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i’they will compare to their parents
when they are their age. ‘‘Better
off”” was the response of 52.3
§percent of the students, with 22.5
‘answering ‘‘about the same,”
iand 19.2 said they weren’t sure.
! The second question asked
students what they considered
ithemselves in terms of political
preference. Of the students
responding, 12.9 said they con-

f

¥

from page 3

minent is Look Tin Eli, president
of the Canton Bank of San Fran-
‘cisco.”

.+ But the date of Tin Eli’s death
. remains obscure. Among Daisy’s
papers we find a Mendocino
Beacon obituary dated (in ink)
Dec. 11, 1894. This is obviously
an error, since Theresa’s great-
grandfather didn’t launch his
China Mail Steamship Company
‘until 1915.

|

Was he really murdered by a

rival tong? Here is what this
nespaper reported in his
obituary: “‘Tin Eli, former resi-
dent of Mendocino, where he was
born and grew to manhood, is
reported dead in Hong Kong. He
sailed for China some months
ago after a price had been set on
his head by a rival tong.’”’ This
must have appeared in the
‘Beacon some time in 1918, if
Bunner can be relied upon. At the
time, Tin Eli was considered to be
‘“‘probably the leading Chinese
business man’’ of San Francisco.

: Patrick’s

KELLEY HOUSE

Mendocino Middle School had
55 percent of their students who
registered. Only 39 percent voted.
. There were 64 votes for
Dukakis and Bentsen® 80 percent
of the middle school vote. Twelve
students voted for Bush and
Quayle; one vote for the Liber-
tarian party candidate; one for
Pat Paulsen; and one vote for the

" Independent party candidate.

‘“His death will be regretted by
numerous local people who had
followed his career since his
birth,”” the Beacon reported.
‘““He was aged about 45 years,
and is survived by a wife and
several children,
brother.”

Not only were our Chinese bar-
red from whites’ classrooms in
our public schools, but their
parents were ignored when it
came to California’s censuses —
which listed Caucasians only, no
Chinese or Indians. It is ironic
that Tin Eli and his brother Lee,
who also became a bank presi-
dent and left an estate of ‘“at least
a couple of million dollars,”’ ac-

_cording to Bunner, so far out-

shone most of the Caucasians
with whom they lived and work-
ed.

We failed to obtain Theresa
Look’s mailing address. If she
turns up accurate information
about her great-grandfather
elsewhere, I hope she will let us in
on it.

ell).,'

Seafood Restaurant

Casual dining on the dock at Noyo Harbor.
Proudly featuring regional American cuisine.
Emphasising fresh seafood.
Generous portions - moderate prices.

Open Wed. Thru. Sun.
Dinner: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Thru trailer park at North end of Harbor
964-0933

also one.

A & Eis currently welcomj
submissions of drawings, pa
tings, poetry, prose (up to 13
words), and sculpture by arti
under the age of 18 for inclusi
in the 9th- Annual You
Person’s issue. |

Submissions should be maill‘

to A & E, P.O. Box 765, Me
docino, CA 95460, or deliver(

/ co
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FRANKLIN |
TAX-FREE Il

Municipal bonds are one
ments available today. Fi
in municipal bonds easy '
offers you these advantag
« Double Tax-]
« Monthly Divi
« Professional
« Diversified P

Established in 1947, Fra
it takes to manage your
yield and share price ma_

Call for a free prospectus

coupon today! ==
DAVI
Ilnlorgral
tFor those few investors Fort Br
subject to the alternative | Mendo
minimum tax, a small e
portion of the income | megre clgm,é
may be subject to | California
federal tax. charges ant
| before I in|
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By WALLY SMITH
for the Beacon

Recently while Evelyn Escola
was on duty as a Kelley House
docent three Chinese ladies from
San Francisco — Theresa Look,
Ann Yick and Eunice Jung —
came in to ask about Theresa’s
great-grandfather, Mendocino-
born Look Tin Eli.

Few (if any) Mendocino
natives can boast of Tin Eli’s suc-
cess in the financial world. Infor-
mation uncovered in our
historical library for Theresa
Look shows that her great-
grandfather became president of
a bank, founded and ran a steam-
ship company valued at $7
million and left an estate of more
than a million dollars, when he
died in Hong Kong at the age of
45!

It is likely that Tin Eli was

murdered by a rival tong.
- Since Tin Eli was Theresa’s
great-grandfather, she is the
great-great-granddaughter of Tin
Eli’s father, who was one of
Mendocino’s pioneer settlers.

This was Eli Tie Kee (or Key)
who was at first Daniel Milliken’s
cook and later established a
three-story frame general store
and lodging house on the south
side of Main Street. When he
returned to his Chinese homeland
he sold his business to Look Sing
Yea. It was one of two structures
burned to the ground in January,
1911.

Old Eli left two sons in Men-
docino, Tin and Lee, both of
‘whom were students in the
Chinese classroom of the first
grammar school — also the vic-
tim of a fire. According to the Ju-
ly 20, 1889 edition of this
newspaper: A Chinese school has
been established in one of the

THATS LIFE

from page 2

The trio is composed of
Lindell Stacy, violin; Janie Tate,
guitar and lead singer, and
Shirley Womack, guitar.

At prize time— everyone was a

rooms of the old schoolhouse,
and Miss Laura Nelson has ac-
cepted the position of teacher.
This solves the vexed question of
admitting Chinese children into
our public school, over which
there has been considerable trou-
ble here.

Most of our information on
Tin Eli and his father comes from
the letters of W.C. Bunner, Tin
Eli’s business agent, to Daisy
Kelley MacCallum. We quote
first from a letter dated April 2,
1927, in one of Daisy’s scrap-
books:

““Old Eli, the pioneer Chinese
of Mendocino, had his little shop
on Main Street of the town. He
had two sons, Tin and Lee, both
born in the rooms back of the old
shop. My good mother taught
those two Chinese boys their
ABC’s and later they became
pupils in the public school. Both
were blessed with brains, ambi-
tion and vision.”’

Tin Eli, according to Bunner,
died in 1918.

“In 1915, wrote Bunner, “‘I
assisted Tin in founding the
Chinese Mail Steamship Com-
pany, started with a capital of
$75,000 and one long ship, but
before the close of 1918 owned
floating property worth over
seven million dollars. Tin made
me sole agent of his steamship
company in all Japan, in which
capacity I spent the last five years
of my active business career.”’

This newspaper reported on
Oct. 16, 1915, that ‘‘the China
Mail Steamship Company, with a
paid-up capital of $10,000,000,
has been formed in San Francisco
to compete with the Japanese in
trans-Pacific trade. Among the
organizers, one of the most pro-

See KELLEY HOUSE, page 7

Mendocino

By CRESPIN DICE
Special to the Beacon

Mendocino High School anc
Middle School participated in &
nation-wide mock election
Thurs., Nov. 3 sponsored by
Time-Life.

Only one-fourth of the
nation’s possible voters voted in
the last election. Time-Life
wanted to find out how that
number would compare to hig
schoolers if they were given a
chance to vote. They also wante
to help young people by turning
them on to their power to vote
early in life. Part of the simula-
tion was to find out the political
values of students.

On the back of the ballot was a
survey dealing with the crucial
issues facing the country today,
such a drugs, the Iran Contra af-
fair and nuclear conflicts. Along
with the survey was a personal
section that asked questions con-
cerning future fincial expecta-
tions compared to their parent’s
current status.

After the ballots were in Thurs-
day, social science teacher Peggy
Bell sent the results into the
Secretary of State in Sacramento.
They in turn sent the information
to the national office New York
City in the Time/Life Building.
The same night the results were
broadcast nationwide. Results
were posted in the Mendocino
High School library the next day.

Out of a possible 294 people in
the high school, 195 registered to
vote. That is just 66.3 percent of
the school. Just over 85 percent
of the registered voters actually
voted on that Thursday. Sixty-
five percent of the students
registered as Democrats, 13.3
percent registered as
Republicans, and 19.4 percent
registered as Independents or
““other.”’

In the freshmen class, 44 out of
the possible 61 students, or 72
percent of the class, registered;

general chairman. Refreshments
ended the evening.
SR

WHEN FOURTH DISTRICT
SUPERVISOR TInhn Cimalina

two sisters and the groom’s
daughter. After months making
the arrangements to perfection,
the bridal couple stayed on for

thean Ancen
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The Temple of Kwan Tai

By EVA WELLES and PRIYA DAVIS
with assistance from MHS teacher
BRONWYN RHOADES

Upon discovering the Temple of Kwan Tai, a
much weathered and neglected historic land-
mark, we were faced with many mysteries. These
mysteries include the unknown number of Chi-
nese in Mendocino in the past as well as the pre-
sent. why does only one family remain; why
Jdoes so little evidence of Chinese culture
remain?

The prejudice towards the Chinese in Mendo-
cino and other coastal communitics from the
18405 to the 1940s leads to varied information.
One of the original Chinese families resides in
our community today: The Hee Family still lives
here and their ancestors founded the Temple of
Kwan Tai. As researchers we must cross-refer-
c¢nce our sources to try and find the most
accurate information and construct a clear pic-
ture of history. We have looked at the Hee family
histories and listened to their oral traditions. We
also have begun examining the Mendocino Bea-
cons from the 1800s to find as much information
as possible on the local Chinese. There are a few
additional resources, such as “My Life in Men-
docine” and The Chinesc of the Mcndocino
Coast.” and other accounts written of pcople’s
personal recollections, hearsay, and histories.

According to the Hee family oral accounts, the
first Chinese in Mendocino came by way of
junks, or Chinese sailing vessels. Seven or eight
junks left China during the 1850s, with hope of
striking it rich in the California gold rush. They
crossed the Pacific Occan, headed for Jinshan, or
San Francisco. Only two of these boats survived,
one of which landed at Caspar Beach. One per-
son on the boat was a mcmber of the Hee family,
who worked at the Caspar Lumber Co. and
helped to settle Mendocino!

The Frolic, a Chinesc trading ship, was headed
for San Francisco but through misguidance
ended up near Mendocino. It crashed on the
rocks off Point Cabrillo. As the ship filled with
water little of the cargo was saved. Historian
Thomas Layton says that the cargo included such
things as silks, porter (a kind of beer), ivory, Chi-
naware, and fabrics. The few survivors eventual-
ly moved south towards Fort Ross and Bodega
Bay. They met with Jeronie B. Ford, delegator of
the Bodega sawmill. In their journcys north to
salvage Frolic remnants, Ford was impressed by
the large redwoods and decided to start a sawmill
in Big River. The Chinese played a large part in
the start of Mendocino’s logging industries.

The Temple of Kwan Tai is also referred to as
the “Joss House.” This is a common phrase for
Chinese temples, possibly derived from the
Spanish or Portuguese word for god “Dios.” The
temple may have been icalled the “god” house,
transformed from the ‘:Joss House.” There are

fcw remaining “Joss Houses” in California today.
In 1979, through the efforts of Lorraine Hee-
Chorley, the temple became a California Histori-
cal Landmark. A

The Hee family tried to preserve the Temple
of Kwan Tai by themselves, but eventually
formed a non-profit corporation to facilitate the
preservation. The primary fund-raising cvent for
the Temple of Kwan Tai corporation is the Annu-
al Chinese New Year’s dinner: Feb. 21, 1998 ccl-
cbrated the “year of the tiger” with a full
capacity dinner held at Saint Anthony’s Hall with
traditional foods and decorations. The cvent was
a great success.

As our Tuesday Community Involvement
class we have initiated the historical rescarch of
the temple. We are helped by and assisting with
the freshman Windows 1 class, “My Name, My
Family, My Heritage.” The second trimester
Windows 1 class used their videography skills to
begin documenting this historical project. They
are reading the old copies of the Beacon and
finding lots of useful information. This Beacon
data is combined into a database by subjects to
aid futurc researchers. We created this database
for the freshmen to organize their research dis-
coveries. The history of the Chinese in Mendoci-
no projeet is a wonderful chance for students to
get involved in the community.

Students arc doing primary research with orig-
inal sources. They are documenting through
video technology the process as well as the prod-
uct. Windows 1 students were traditionally
assigned a project in which they connect them-
scives to their community. The mission of this
year’s collaborative project was to “creatc a short
video, between five and ten minutes, about what
you'have seen, heard, and done to learn about the
Chinese community and its history in Mendoci-
no. The class worked with Lisa Fredrickson of
New Pony Productions, as professional film edi-
tor who recently moved into our district. Ms.
Fredrickson has produced videos for National
Geographic and the Discovery Channel, and we
arc fortunate to have her assistance in document-
ing our community’s history.

Our past few months of extensive research
have lead to an increasing interest in this project.
The preservation of the Temple of Kwan Tai is
vital in preserving this community’s heritage.
This Califomnia historic landmark has fallen into
severe disrepair.

Now that students at Mendocino High School
and the North Coast Rural Challenge Network
have become engaged in preserving this piece of
history the project is moving forward more
rapidly. It is hoped that students will realize that
the history of the community is part of its identi-
ty and therefore part of their own identity as
members of the community.

Over Alternative Education Week we traveled
with Deena Zarlin to the San Francisco Bay Area
to continue and extend our research. We left

$ Kelley House Calendar

early Sunday morning in order to makc an {1
a.m. ferry from Tiburon to Angel Island. There
we mct Wendy Roberts, a Mendocino resident
who has bcen writing grants for the temple, and
walked around the island with her and her hus-
band. We toured the Immigration Center and saw
the living quarters wherc the Chinese were hekd
during the long processing periods. It was really
sad to hear people’s stories and to hear how
immigrants were treated upon their arrival to
California.

From there we went to the Maritime Muscum
and saw the Frolic exhibit designed by Philip
Choy, president of thc Chinese Historical Board.
From there we went to the heart of Chinatown
for an evening of fine dining and viewing of Chi-
nese culture. We were very exhausted from all
our activitics that day so we went to stay in
Berkeley for the night.

We woke up early Monday moming so that we
could prepare for our prescntation to the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. We went to San
Francisco a little carly to look around Union
Square before heading over to the Trust. Our pre-
sentation went really well. We met with Court-
ney DamKroger and the rest of the staff of the
National Trust, Philip Choy, and Wendy Roberts.
We showed the Windows 1 class video and
talked about all of our work on the Temple pro-
ject. Everyone scemed quite impressed and
enthused with the project.

We spent our last day conducting rescarch at
UC Berkeley. We began at the Bancroft Library
but our findings lead us to other libraries and
rescarch facilitics within the campus. We looked
at old store records and pictures of Mendocino
We cxamined old insurance maps, trying to find
the focation and changes of Chinese dwellings
and establishments in the late 1800s. Not only
did we have a great time, we found out lots of
information and many sources to help us along
the way. The trip was a definite success.

On Saturday, May 2, the Kelley House held its
annual house tour of Mendocino. One stop on
the tour was the Tempie of Kwan Tai. We were
there, alongside Loretta Hee, acting as docents at
the temple. This gave us a chance to really be in
the community and share our work on the pro-
ject.

We recently got a new miember to our Com-
munity Involvement research team. Solange
Roberdeau, a sophomore at the high school.
showed great interest in this project and has
joined in our secarch to preserve the Temple. We
will continue our research throughout the year.
hoping to {ind as much information as possiblc
and save our community’s heritage. This collabo-
rative project recognizes and appreciates the
assistance of the Kelley House Muscum, the
Temple of Kwan Tai, NCRCN, Deena Zarlin and
Wendy Roberts.


















