John R. Allison and Rebecca M. Picard
39701 North Highway 1
Westport, CA 95488

January 30, 2023
By Email and Priority Mail

Ms. Julia Krog, Director

Commission Staff

Mendocino County Department of Planning and Building Services
860 North Bush Street

Ukiah, CA 95482

Re: February 9, 2023 Zoning Administrator Hearing
Private Road Name Case RN 2022-0005 (Westport Way)

Dear Ms. Krog and Commission Staff:

We are writing to express our comments in opposition to the proposed name change for
the frontage road serving our property. On October 18, 2022 we submitted written
comments by email to Senior Planner Russell Ford, who replied by email on October 24
acknowledging his receipt of our comments. Those comments, attached as Exhibit A,
contain additional information and are incorporated in this submission.

The request to change the name of the frontage road serving our property from North
Highway 1 to Westport Way should be denied for the following reasons:

¢ Four of the seven developed parcels served by the frontage road have consistently
maintained an address on North Highway 1 for more than 20 years. An address
change would impose an unreasonable burden and hardship on a majority of the
property owners the road currently serves.

» The Westport Volunteer Fire Department and other responding agencies have not
experienced any confusion or delay in responding to 911 emergency calls to the
North Highway 1 addresses on the frontage road. The proposed renaming of our
frontage road is addressing a problem that does not exist. This proposed renaming
should not be confused with the genuine need to rename the Seaview Drive that is
located to the east and uphill from our frontage road, which is being addressed
separately in Case RN 2022-0004 (Lincoln Ridge Road).
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e It would be helpful for all the parcels served by the frontage road to have sequential
address numbers on North Highway 1 that are aligned with the properties to the
north and to the south. That could be accomplished by changing the address of the
property at 25071 Seaview Drive to 39801 North Highway 1, and changing the
address of the property at 25051 Seaview Drive to 40001 North Highway 1. The
property using 39901 Seascape Drive for an address could use 39901 North
Highway 1, instead.

As mentioned, a majority of the owners of developed property served by the frontage road
have used their address on North Highway 1 for many years. We bought our parcel in 2001
and built our home on it in 2008. Our address of 39701 North Highway 1 is on our
purchase agreement, building permit documents, mortgage documents and homeowners’
insurance policies. Our next door neighbors to the south, at 39601 North Highway 1, had
purchased their parcel earlier. To their south, at 39401 North Highway 1, lived Marty and
Lucy Fodor who had built their house many years earlier. The property immediately south
of the Fodors, at 39247 North Highway 1, was a bed and breakfast known as the DeHaven
Valley Farm for decades before becoming a private residence a few years ago. All four of
these properties can readily be found on Google Maps by using their North Highway 1
addresses. Please see Exhibit B.

A field inspection of the frontage road and the surrounding areas to the north and to the
south would reveal these facts:

e Asnoted in the Notice of Public Hearing, the frontage road is located a little over 2
miles north of Westport. At the north end of Westport is the Westport Beach RV
Park and Campground at 37700 North Highway 1. Please see Exhibit C.

e North of the Westport Beach RV Park and Campground there is a private residence
at 38501 North Highway 1. Please see Exhibit D.

e The next residence to the north, which is accessed off Branscomb Road, has an
address of 39001 North Highway 1. Please see Exhibit E.

e Continuing north on Highway 1, at mile marker 79.3, is the southern entrance to the
frontage road that is the subject of this renaming case. It provides access to 39247

North Highway 1 and properties to the north, including ours. Please see Exhibit F
and Exhibit G.
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» The owners of the properties at 39247, 39601 and 39701 North Highway 1 receive
mail in mailboxes on Highway 1 at the foot of the southern entrance to the frontage
road. Please see Exhibit H. The Fodors, at 39401 North Highway 1, received their
mail at a Post Office box in Westport. They listed their address in the phone book as
39401 North Highway 1. Please see Exhibit I. (Lucy Fodor passed away in August
2021, and Marty Fodor passed away in December 2022.)

¢ The frontage road runs parallel and adjacent to the highway. The address signs on
the frontage road for 30401, 39601 and 39701 North Highway 1 are shown in
Exhibit J.

¢ The northern entrance to the frontage road is at mile marker 80.49, which is also the

access route to Howard Creek Ranch Inn at 40501 North Highway 1. Please see
Exhibit K.

¢ The frontage road is an easement created when a former sheep ranch was
subdivided into 20-acre parcels in the early 1970s. All the properties served by the
frontage road abut the east side of Highway 1 where the speed limit is 55 miles per
hour. From the standpoint of safety, as well as storm water runoff, it makes sense to
have two access points off Highway 1, at the south end and the north end of the
frontage road, instead of having individual access points off Highway 1 for each
parcel.

Please include this submission in the record for the Zoning Administrator hearing on
February 9, and let us know if you have any questions or if you need additional
information. The best way to reach us is to call John Allison at (707) 357-3732 or to send
him an email at jrallison27@gmail.com.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
%LN R QUG.. Fdteeca 77 Piined
John R. Allison Rebecca M. Picard

cc Russell Ford
Supervisor Dan Gjerde



John R. Allison and Rebecca M. Picard
39701 North Highway 1
Westport, CA 95488

October 18, 2022
By Email

Mr. Russell D. Ford

Senior Planner

Mendocino County Department of Planning and Building Services
860 North Bush Street

Ukiah, CA 95482

Re: Private Road Name Case RN 2021-0005 (Westport Way)

Dear Mr. Ford:

We are writing to express our comments regarding the proposed name change for the
frontage road serving our property.

We bought our residential property in 2001 as raw land, and built our home on the
property in 2008. Throughout the process the official address of our property was, and
continues to be, 39701 North Highway 1, Westport. In 2010 we had a redwood burl sign
custom made and installed at the foot of our driveway. Please see Attachment 1.

Most of the properties on the frontage road have a sequential address number on North
Highway 1 that is in sequence with the properties immediately to the south of our frontage
road and immediately to the north of our frontage road. The address of the property
immediately to the south, on the southeast corner of North Highway 1 and Branscomb
Road, is 39001 North Highway 1. Five of the seven developed properties on the frontage
road continue the numbering sequence, with the numbers 39247, 39401, 39601, 39701,
and 39901. The address of the property immediately to the north of the frontage road,
Howard Creek Ranch Inn, is 40501 North Highway 1. Two of the developed properties
along the frontage road have addresses of 25071 Seaview Drive and 25051 Seaview Drive.
The remaining two properties along the frontage road are undeveloped with no posted
addresses. Please see Attachment 2, which is an annotated copy of the “Westport Way”
map enclosed with your October 6, 2022 letter.

EXHIBIT A
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John Allison, one of the property owners signing this letter, became an active duty member
of the Westport Volunteer Fire Department in February 2015 and has continued to respond
to 911 emergency calls ever since. The Westport Volunteer Fire Department and other
responding agencies have not experienced any confusion or delay in responding to 911
emergency calls to the North Highway 1 addresses shown on Attachment 2. As a result, the
proposed renaming of our frontage road is addressing a problem that does not exist.

The dispatch problem that does need to be addressed involves confusion between the
Seaview Drive in the village of Westport and the Seaview Drive to the east and uphill from
the properties served by our frontage road which is a few miles north of the village of
Westport. Please see Attachment 2, with the uphill Seaview Drive highlighted in yellow. In
2017, and again late last month, the Westport Volunteer Fire Department and other
responding agencies were dispatched by CalFire’s computer assisted dispatch (CAD)
system to the Seaview Drive highlighted in yellow on Attachment 2 for serious medical
emergencies that were actually occurring at residences located in the village of Westport.

Regarding our frontage road, it would be helpful for all the address numbers of properties
served by the frontage road to be sequential. Right now, five of seven developed properties
have numbers that are sequential. The other two developed properties could be brought
into the sequence by changing the address of the property at 25071 Seaview Drive to

39801 North Highway 1, and changing the address of the property at 25051 Seaview Drive
to 40001 North Highway 1.

We believe it is unnecessary to rename our frontage road. A majority of the developed
properties - four out of seven - have had an address on North Highway 1 for many years.
The two properties using Seaview Drive, and the one property using Seascape Drive, could
change their address to North Highway 1. That approach would avoid imposing the
significant burden of a road name change, in terms of both time and expense, on the

owners of a majority of the developed properties that are served by the frontage road.

While we oppose renaming of the frontage road, we would like to make two final points.
First, the name “Westport Way” is likely to cause confusion because the frontage road is
located outside the village of Westport which is a little more than two miles to the south. A
preferable name would be “North Shoreline Drive” which is consistent with maps

identifying the adjacent section of North Highway 1 as Shoreline Highway. Second, if the
frontage road is renamed, we ask that the address number for our property continues to be
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39701. The redwood burl sign at the foot of our 'driveway, shown on Attachment 1, was
quite expensive in 2010. It would probably cost $2,000 to $2,500 to replace today.

To summarize our comments:

* Renaming our frontage road is unnecessary, and will not address the emergency
dispatch confusion between the Seaview Drive in the village of Westport and the
Seaview Drive to the east and uphill from the frontage road.

® Our top priority is to preserve the North Highway 1 numbering sequence for the five
(out of seven) developed properties that have followed that sequence for many
years — 39247, 39401, 39601, 39701 and 39901. Preserving those numbers would
be consistent with the numbering sequence for properties on North Highway 1 to
the north and to the south, and will also facilitate clear emergency dispatch and
response.

e Our second priority is to preserve the North Highway 1 address name. That name

has been used for many years for a majority (4 out of 7) of the residential properties
served by the frontage road.

e Ifthe frontage road is renamed, “North Shoreline Drive” would be preferable to
“Westport Way.”

Please let us know if you have any questions or if you need additional information. The
best way to reach us is to call John Allison at (707) 357-3732 or to send him an email at

jrallison27 @gmail.com.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Oy Toear?. Byl

Jotin R. Allison Rebecca M. Picard
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