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Your Right To Make Decisions About
Medical Treatment

Mental Health Plan 24 hour Access Line
1-800-555-5906 (Toll Free)

Crisis Line 24 Hour Access Line
1 (855) 838-0404 (Toll Free)

Si Usted Habla Espanol. Esta informacion esta disponible en
espanol, por favor vea la recepcionista o llame 1-800-555-5906

This document explains your right to make healthcare decisions and
how you can plan now for your medical care if you are unable to speak
for yourself in the future.

A federal law requires us to give you this information. We hope this
information will help increase your control over your medical
treatment.
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Who decides about my treatment?

Your doctors will give you information and advice about treatment. You
have the right to choose. You can say “Yes” to treatments you want. You
can say “No” to any treatment that you don’t want — even if the
treatment might keep you alive longer.

How do | know what | want?

Your doctor must tell you about your medical condition and about what
different treatments and pain management alternatives can do for you.
Many treatments have “side effects”. Your doctor must offer you
information about problems that medical treatment is likely to cause you.
Often, more than one treatment might help you and people have
different ideas about which is best. Your doctor can tell you which
treatments are available to you, but your doctor can’t choose for you.
That choice is yours to make and depends on what is important to you.

Can other people help with my decisions?

Yes. Patients often turn to their relatives and close friends for help in
making medical decisions. These people can help you think about the
choices you face. You can ask the doctors and nurses to talk with your
relatives and friends. They can ask the doctors and nurses questions for
you.

Can | choose a relative or friend to make healthcare decisions for me?
Yes. You may tell your doctor that you want someone else to make

healthcare decisions for you. Ask the doctor to list that person as your
healthcare “surrogate” in your medical record. The surrogate’s control
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over your medical decisions is effective only during treatment for your
current illness or injury or, if you are in a medical facility, until you leave
the facility.

What if | become too sick to make my own healthcare decisions?

If you haven’t named a surrogate, your doctor will ask your closest
available relative or friend to help decide what is best for you. Most of
the time that works, but sometimes everyone doesn’t agree about what
to do. That’s why it is helpful if you can say in advance what you want to
happen if you cannot speak for yourself.

Do | have to wait until | am sick to express my wishes about healthcare?
No. In fact, it is better to choose before you get very sick or have to go
into a hospital, nursing home, or other healthcare facility. You can use an
Advance Health Care Directive to say who you want to speak for you and
what kind of treatments you want. These documents are called ‘advance’
because you prepare one before healthcare decisions need to be made.
They are called ‘directives’ because they state who will speak on your

behalf and what should be done.

In California, the part of an advance directive you can use to appoint an
agent to make healthcare decisions is called a Power of Attorney for
Health Care. The part where you can express what you want done is
called an Individual Health Care Instruction.
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Who can make an advance directive?

You can if you are 18 years or older and are capable of making your own
medical decisions. You do not need a lawyer.

Who can | name as my agent?

You can choose an adult relative or any other person you trust to speak
for you when medical decisions must be made.

When does my agent begin making my medical decisions?

Usually, a healthcare agent will make decisions only after you lose the
ability to make them yourself. But, if you wish, you can state in the Power
of Attorney for Health Care that you want the agent to begin making
decisions immediately.

How does my agent know what | would want?

After you choose your agent, talk to that person about what you want.
Sometimes treatment decisions are hard to make, and it truly helps if
your agent knows what you want. You can also write your wishes down in
your advance directive.

What if | don’t want to name an agent?

You can still write out your wishes in your advance directive, without
naming an agent. You can say that you want to have your life continued
as long as possible. Or you can say that you would not want treatment to
continue your life. Also, you can express your wishes about the use of

pain relief or any other type of medical treatment.
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Even if you have not filled out a written Individual Health Care Instruction,
you can discuss your wishes with your doctor, and ask your doctor to list
those wishes in your medical record. Or you can discuss your wishes with
your family members or friends. But it will probably be easier to follow
your wishes if you write them down.

What if | change my mind?

You can change or cancel your advance directive at any time as long as
you can communicate your wishes. To change the person you want to
make your healthcare decisions, you must sign a statement or tell the
doctor in charge of your care.

What happens when someone else makes decisions about my
treatment?

The same rules apply to anyone who makes healthcare decisions on your
behalf — a healthcare agent, a surrogate whose name you gave to your
doctor, or a person appointed by a court to make decisions for you. All
are required to follow your Health Care Instructions or, if none, your
general wishes about treatment, including stopping treatment. If your
treatment wishes are not known, the surrogate must try to determine
what is in your best interest.

The people providing your health care must follow the decisions of your
agent or surrogate unless a requested treatment would be bad medical
practice or ineffective in helping you. If this causes disagreement that
cannot be worked out, the provider must make a reasonable effort to find
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another healthcare provider to take over your treatment.

Will | still be treated if | don’t make an advance directive?

Absolutely. You will still get medical treatment. We just want you to
know that if you become too sick to make decisions, someone else will
have to make them for you. Remember that:

P A Power of Attorney for Health Care lets you name an agent to make
decisions for you. Your agent can make most medical decisions — not just
those about life sustaining treatment — when you can’t speak for yourself.
You can also let your agent make decisions earlier, if you wish.

P You can create an Individual Healthcare Instruction by writing down
your wishes about health care or by talking with your doctor and asking
the doctor to record your wishes in your medical file. If you know when
you would or would not want certain types of treatment, an Instruction
provides a good way to make your wishes clear to your doctor and to

anyone else who may be involved in deciding about treatment on your
behalf.

These two types of Advance Healthcare Directives may be used together
or separately.

How can | get more information about making an advance directive?

Ask your doctor, nurse, social worker, or healthcare provider to get more
information for you. You can have a lawyer write an advance directive for
you, or you can complete an advance directive by filling in the blanks on a
form.
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English
ATTENTION: If you speak English, language assistance services, free of
charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929).

Espaiol (Spanish)
ATENCION: si habla espafiol, tiene a su disposicidn servicios gratuitos de
asistencia lingtistica. Llame al 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929).

gl b (Chinese)
R R R R b, el DL B A E S AR . SEEE
1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929)
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Tiéng Viét (Viethamese)
CHU Y: Né&u ban ndi Tiéng Viét, cé cac dich vu ho tro ngdn nglt mién phi
danh cho ban. Goi sé 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929).

ot 0] (Korean)

0| St 0 E A8 = 8%, 80 A& ME[AZE BREE

Al 4= UL LIC} 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929) HO 2
1 A2,

OF

ot
[[i 1>

=
=
T

LOiOto

|
H

Tagalog (Tagalog — Filipino)
PAUNAWA: Kung nagsasalita ka ng Tagalog, maaari kang gumamit ng mga

serbisyo ng tulong sa wika nang walang bayad. Tumawag sa 1-800-555-
5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929).

Hmoob (Hmong)
LUS CEEV: Yog tias koj hais lus Hmoob, cov kev pab txog lus, muaj kev
pab dawb rau koj. Hu rau 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929).
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Pycckui (Russian)

BHUMAHWE: Ecnun Bbl roBOpUTE Ha PYCCKOM A3blKe, TO BAM A0CTYMHbI
6ecnnaTHble ycayru nepesoga. 3soHuTe 1-800-555-5906 (Tenetann: 1-
800-735-2929).

4@ (Farsi)
Lad (sl OBl @) sean (L) D3hgad (i€ e KA w )l gy 40 S) ida sl
< 2L o« a8l 4 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929) .2 )5 pslad

HZAEE (Japanese)

HREFIE: HAEZFEINSIGE., BEHOSEXEZ CHAWE
[+FE 9, 1-800-555-5906 (TTY:1-800-735-2929) £T. BEEIC
T IEELCEEELY,

& (Hindi)
S <: e 39 f§d Sieid g ol 31U [ore Yot H HIST Tl HdaTd
JUAS B 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929) TR HIdl By |

Zuytipku (Armenian)

NRCUALNRESNPL  Bph ununid kp hugbphi, wyw dkq
wbydwp Jupnn Eb npudwnpydb) (kgujut weowlignipju
dwnwjnipiniutbp: Quuquhwpkp 1-800-555-5906 (TTY
(htnwinhuy) 1-800-735-2929):

YHTH (Punjabi)
forts G A 3 Uardl g=< J, 31 gnr feg Agfes e 303 &
He3 SuUmgT J 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-2929) '3 & g
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du )l (Arabic)
Jual ladly el 3l 655 4 alll sac Losall coladd 8 (Aalll S Chaaii i€ 13) 4k sale
Al 5 mall Caila 28 5906-555-800-1 #8 »: (TTY:1-800-735-2929)

24 (Cambodian)

U (UASIOHASUNWMaNis!
NSWMNABSANIGUENULHM1SY 1-800-555-5906 (TTY1-800-
735-2929)1

WI99290 (Lao)

TU0Q9V: 1909 UIIDCOIWITI 290, NIVOSINIVOLCTDOIVWIT,
YoetcSye9, clvSwanloua. tns 1-800-555-5906 (TTY: 1-800-735-
2929).

My vy (Thai)

Bou: dhanuwammn lnsaauasnsalsiusmsthowmdomammn g Tus 1-

800-555-5906 (TTY:1-800-735-2929)
% ok 3 %

Patients Rights Advocate
Defensor de los Derechos del Paciente
(707) 463-4614

Mendocino County Mental Health Plan (MPH) offers free Language
or interpreter assistance, Sign Language, or California Relay Services
(TTY/TDD) for beneficiaries requesting or accessing services.

These services may be requested at any Mental Health Plan
Provider site or by calling 1-800-555-5906
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