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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: AUGUST 2, 2021 
 
TO: MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 
 
FROM: PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES STAFF 
 
SUBJECT: URGENCY ORDINANCE ALLOWING AND ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
TEMPORARY INSTALLATION AND USE OF WATER TANKS DURING 2021 DROUGHT EMERGENCY 
IN MENDOCINO 
 

 
BACKGROUND: At the July 12, 2021 MHRB meeting, the Review Board Members requested information 
on the urgency ordinance allowing and establishing requirements for temporary installation and use of water 
tanks during 2021 drought emergency in Mendocino. 
 
The Board of Supervisors discussed the Urgency Ordinance on July 13, 2021, during their regular meeting. 
This Urgency Ordinance temporarily exempts installation of water tanks from, among other things, MHRB 
permits. The Board of Supervisors adopted the Ordinance on July 13, 2021 and it became effective 
immediately. 
 
Recorded discussion of this Ordinance, as well as the written Ordinance, can be found under agenda item 
“5f” by visiting: 
 
http://mendocino.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=250 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 On July 13, 2021, Planning Staff spoke with Ryan Roades of Mendocino City Community Services 
District. District staff recently distributed a questionnaire to determine the approximate number (and 
capacity) of water storage tanks needed. District staff is seeking supplemental funding to purchase 
water tanks that could be installed on lots within their service boundaries.  

 

 MCC Section 20.760.040(O) lists an exemption for water storage tanks in Town.  
 

“Rain water, groundwater and/or potable water storage tanks located behind existing buildings, 
substantially below grade, and effectively screened from public view, or clad in unpainted wood 
materials and located behind existing buildings. Mendocino Historical Review Board approval is 
required for rain water, groundwater, and/or potable water storage tanks when total combined lot 
coverage on the site exceeds fifty (50) percent. Rain water, groundwater and/or potable water storage 
tanks shall not count against lot coverage, except where total combined lot coverage exceeds fifty (50) 
percent.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
A. Urgency Ordinance Water Tanks 
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