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Title 14 Code of California Regulations: Division 1.5, Chapter 7, Subchapter 2, Article 5.

Fuel Modification and Defensible Space Standards

To reduce the intensity of a wildfire by reducing the volume and density of flammable vegetation, the strategic siting of fuel

    modification and greenbelts shall provide

1. increased safety for emergency fire equipment and evacuating civilians; and

2. a point of attack or defense from a wildfire.

Fuel Modification and Defensible Space Standards (implementation)

Structures on parcels 1 acre and larger shall be set back from the property line at least 30 feet. Smaller parcels shall provide for

comparable mitigation.

Flammable waste generated by construction or development must be lawfully disposed of before final approval of a project.

Greenbelts that are proposed as a part of a development or project shall be strategically located to separate wildland fuels

and structures.

DEFENSIBLE SPACE AROUND STRUCTURES

A person that owns, leases, controls, operates, or maintains a building or structure in, upon, or adjoining any mountainous area,

forest-covered lands, brush-covered lands, grass-covered lands, or any land that is covered with flammable material, shall at all

times do all of the following:

(a) Maintain around and adjacent to the building or structure a firebreak made by removing and clearing away, for a distance of

not less than 30 feet on each side of the building or structure or to the property line, whichever is nearer, all flammable vegetation

or other combustible growth. This subdivision does not apply to single specimens of trees or other vegetation that is well-pruned and

maintained so as to effectively manage fuels and not form a means of rapidly transmitting fire from other nearby vegetation to any

building or structure.

(b) Maintain around and adjacent to the building or structure additional fire protection or firebreak made by removing all brush,

flammable vegetation, or combustible growth that is located within 100 feet from the building or structure or to the property line

or at a greater distance if required by state law, or local ordinance, rule, or regulation. This section does not prevent an insurance

company that insures a building or structure from requiring the owner of the building or structure to maintain a firebreak of more

than 100 feet around the building or structure. Grass and other vegetation located more than 30 feet from the building or structure

and less than 18 inches in height above the ground may be maintained where necessary to stabilize the soil and prevent erosion.

This subdivision does not apply to single specimens of trees or other vegetation that is well-pruned and maintained so as to

effectively manage fuels and not form a means of rapidly transmitting fire from other nearby vegetation to a dwelling or structure.

(c) Remove that portion of any tree that extends within 10-feet of the outlet of a chimney or stovepipe.

(d) Maintain any tree adjacent to or overhanging a building free of dead or dying wood.

(e) Maintain the roof of a structure free of leaves, needles, or other dead vegetative growth.

(f) Provide and maintain at all times a screen over the outlet of every chimney or stovepipe that is attached to any fireplace, stove,

or other device that burns any solid or liquid fuel. The screen shall be constructed of nonflammable material with openings of not

more than one-half inch in size. (PRC 4291)
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