and Disaster

Why Horse Owners
Need to Be Prepared

Horse

Evacuation Tips

» Maks arrangements in advance 10 have your
horse tradered in case of an emergency. i you
do not have your own trailer or do not have
onough trailer space for al of your horses, bo
sure you have several people on standby 10
help evacuats your horses.

P Know where you can tako your horses in an

. Contact your loca
st e gy -gncunu
‘extension agent, or local emergency
mmmlmlwnlmm
‘about shelters in your area

» inform friends and neighbors of your svacustion
plans. Post detaddod in saveral
places—inc!

‘workers in case you are not sble to evacuste
your horses yoursell.

> Placs your horsas’ Coggins tests, veterinary
papers, dentification photographs, and vital

‘with your other importar
papers in a safe place that can be quickly reached

P Kaep b ey o your msee. Ench e
the following informatior: the

P Propars a basi frs o K tat s porable
and easdy ac

» Ba surs 10 have on hand a supply of watr, hay,
feed, and medications for several days for each
harse you are evacusting.

Barn Fires

The Leading Disaster for Horse Owners

reventing barn fires and being
prepared in the event of a fire can
mean the difference between life and
death for your horses. Knowledge of the
danger of fires and how to deal with them
are of the greatest importance and should
be an ongoing concern Lo horse owners.

Fire PrevENTION Is KEY

» Prohibit smoking in or around the barn. A
discarded cigarette can igaite dry bedding
or hay in seconds.

» Avoid parking tractors and vehicles in o

and flammable materials outside of the bam.

> bspect doctica sysioms rogdary sad
nmadiaty comect s proems: Rodees
can chew on electrical wiring and cause
damage that quickly beeomes 3 fire hazard

¥ Keep appliances to a minimum in the barm.
Uso stall fans, space heatars, and radios
‘only when someone i in the bar,

¥ Be sure hay i dry before storing it. Hay that

Store hay outside of the bam in a dry, covered
area when possible.

BE PREPARED FOR A BARN
Fmre—It CAN SAvE Your
Horse’s LiFe

¥ Keep aisles, stalldoors, and bam doors free
of debris and equipment.

» Mount fire extinguishors around the stable,
especially at al entrances.
» Have a planned evacuation routs for every stall

e e, Foniric orployeessnd horse
‘with your evacuation plans.
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¥ Itis very important that your horsos are
m«ummgmmmmui« I your
horses are unaccustomed to being loaded
onto a trader, practice the procedure so they
become used o it

» There may be fines when taking your horses
‘with you is impossible during an emergency.
S0 o st conside fleest es of isasers
and whether your
s w

Your local humane organization, agricultural

extension agent, o local emergency management

agency may be able to provide you with
information about your community’s disaster
rosponse plans.
For more information about disaster
‘write to Disaster Services,

preparedness,
The Humane Soclety of the United States,

2100 L St., NW, Washington, DC 20037;
call 202-452-1100; or visit weww.hsus.org.

» Post emergency telephone numbers at each
umneamamhum . Emergency
numbers shoukd include those of

—r— ‘emergency

posted to relay to the 811 operator or your
community’s emergency services.

» Be sure your address and the entrance to your
property are clearly visible from the main road.

> Considernsaling smcke sarms and
detectors throughout the bam. New

r-nmcmmmcw-g
temperatures i your barn. The heat seasors
should be hooked up to sirens that will
‘quickly alert you and your neighbors to
a passible bar fire.

> Host an open hause for emergency services

handiing or
‘with hands-on training for horse handiing.
» Famsbanize your horses with emergency
procedures and comman activites.

would
encountor during a disastor Try to desensitize
them flashing bghts.

o flashights and

Disaster

Preparedness
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IN THE EVENT OF A BARN FIRE

your Move your
Services. Keep that number clearly posted. 10 reach quickly but far enough from the bam
et e v e e e
in flamos. ‘where they are able o return to the bam.
> Ifits safe for you to enter the barn, evacuate
e e o -mm:’mumnmwm‘m
accessible horses. Bo sure (0 put a halter and Jeriecas. Swoka bhlenct
lead rope on each harse when you open the
stal door. Bo aware that horses tend to run
back into burming bams out offear and confusion

king
vacuation more dficult and fime consuming,



