
From: Jacob Patterson <jacob.patterson.esq@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 12:57 PM 

Subject: Additional Comment for January 9, 2020 continued public hearing on Use Permit No. 2018-0022 

To: <gronendykek@mendocinocounty.org> 

Cc: <pbs@mendocinocounty.org> 

 

Keith, 

 

Thank you for discussing this use permit application with me back in November. I have attached the letter 

I mentioned while reviewing the file for Use Permit No. 2018-0022. Please be sure this email and the 

attachments are included in the administrative record for this project because they provide some of the 

reasons why the metal building constructed without proper permits is not suitable for a cottage industry 

use. A proper building permit and the associated review of that building permit, is required but, as 

discussed, that review needs to include the proper scope of environmental analysis for the project.  

 

As is evident from the additional photographs of the site that were presented at the initial public hearing 

in November, the CEQA analysis has been improperly segmented because unpermitted work was 

excluded from the scope of the review. In addition to the unpermitted grading and the construction of the 

building itself, the project includes an extension of plumbing and water use to the shop, as evidenced by 

recent trenching, a capped water line that terminates at the building, and an additional solar water heater 

that is being added. Photographs of the shop itself from Statham's Garage Facebook page show water 

use in the shop, including a mop bucket and cleaning supplies.  

 

Daniel Harrington at CDFW noted that if water were to be used at the site, the environmental review 

would need to include analysis of the indirect impacts of hydrology changes or additional nutrients on the 

Sensitive Natural Community of the Mendocino Cypress Woodlands on the site. The Negative Declaration 

omitted this analysis because it inaccurately asserted that no additional water or septic connections will 

be extended to the shop based on incomplete or inaccurate information in the use permit application. 

This incorrect factual assertion needs to be corrected and the scope of the environmental analysis needs 

to include the additional water use at the metal shop building and potential exposure of the SNC to 

"changes in hydrology or addition of nutrients (i.e. leachfields, fertilizer runoff) or pollutants." (See May 21, 

2019 email from Daniel Harrington to Keith Gronendyke.)  

 

Best regards, 

 

--Jacob 
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